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¢¢ |] NEVER knew anything like that had been in- 
vented to make my work go more smoothly !’’ 
No, she never knew, until a neighbor told her,—a 


neighbor who was careful to read advertisements, 
which the-woman-who-did-not-know might have 
read ! 





Looking Up 
By Robert Clarke 
O OFTEN in a living Book I read 
How One, a Prince, supplied each daily need 
And gained fresh power for every need 
Through looking up. 


oe ee 


And now when rosy fingers tint the sky 
I seek His face. 
Each noon my zeal would surely die 
But I embrace 
His hand and feel new power. When swallows fly 
Through evening’s dewy dusk I seek on high 
My resting place. 


Sweet privilege! My font of happiness! 
And not for me alone to seek each day 
And find so true a Friend. 
Oh, come with me and bend 
A humble knee before His throne ; then lay 
- Your head upon His breast and bravely say, 
** Dear Saviour, I have sinned ; forgive and bless.” 


A fearless heart will dare to meet each foe ; 

Unwavering faith will ward the sceptic’s blow; 

A face each day with victory will glow,— 
Through looking up. 














His Daily Scripture Reading 

If you felt impelled to select one passage of 
Scripture for daily reading during 1924, what would 
you select? Perhaps the experience of a man who 
had just such a leading at the beginning of 1923 will 
be instructive. He is a member of The Sunday 
School Times family, and says that he made it a rule 
for the whole of the past year to read once a day, 
and sometimes twice a day, the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians, the great Love chapter of the 
Bible. In the case of this particular man, the selec- 
tion was a little surprising to his intimates, for he is a 
man whose heart always seems to be overflowing with 
love. He is a man who seeks to follow his Master 
in receiving from him the fulness of grace and truth 
(John 1:17). Perhans the fact that he is a champion 
of Bible truth, a defender of the faith, led him to 


SO eee ees oe ~~ 


desire the equipoise that comes from having fulness 
of grace as well as of truth. We are living in an 
age of unusual ecclesiastical controversy, it seems, 
and thousands of God’s people rightly feel that they 
must “contend earnestly for the faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3), but controversy, 
even when it is necessary, tends to beget more or less 
heat, and we all need to remember that we should not 
speak the truth without speaking it in love,—a dif- 
ficult achievement, but entirely possible by accepting 
fully Him who’is love. 
a 


Dust vs. Primordial Germ 


Evolutionists feel that man could not have come 
into existence except out of vast obscurity and dis- 
tance. They go very low to get him started. They 
used to begin with a protoplasm, but now they go 
farther back, to a “primordial germ.” The Genesis 
account of Creation, however, begins with satisfying 
lowliness. “And Jehovah God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul” 
(Gen. 2:7). That ought to be a low enough begin- 
ning. Is it any greater miracle for human life to 
issue forth from some primordial germ than from the 
dust of the ground? Is it any improvement upon the 
method described in God’s Word? And the Bible 
account carries a conviction with it in that after death 
man’s body goes back to dust, to remain dust until 
summoned by the Creator-Redeemer, some “unto the 
resurrection of life,” and some “unto the res 


of judgment.” 
ya 


The Cross Never a Hardship 


There are no crosses in the Christian’s life. To 
say that there are is one of the commonest mistakes 
of Christian people. A hardship is never a cross 
for the Christian; nor is the cross a hardship. The 
cross is a cure, not a hardship; indeed, for every one 
who accepts the cross it takes the “hard” out of “hard- 
ship.” For the cross is the place of the death of our 


sinful self. When self has died, then life is easy, not 
hard. There is only one cross, and the same cross 
for all Christians and for any one Christian at a 
times: it is the cross on which Christ died when he 
bore our sins. His cross was indeed hard for hi 
that life might become easy for us. Christ accept 
sin’s greatest hardship, death, on the cross, that we 
might be forever freed from the hardship and wages 
of our own sins. If -ve have received Christ as Sav- 
jour, then we have‘been crucified with him: God’s 
Word declares this. As we “reckon” on this, day by 
day, we experience a life freed from the power of sin: 
a life of ease, peace, joy, comfort. Afflictions, and 
various hardships, and trials, are never “crosses” ; 
let us forever turn away from that mistaken idea and 
expression. In this world we shall indeed have trib- 
ulation; but if daily we take up the cross, remember- 
ing that there, in Christ, we have died to sin, we shall 
pass through every tribulation “with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” A sick man does not count a com- 
plete cure a hardship. The cross is our cure. 


a= 
The Doer and the Onlooker 


The only service for God that really counts is 
that which we let God work through us. This is a 
great secret to learn, and it is helpful to see how 
others have learned it. Two persons who yieldéd 
themselves to the Lord to do what he pleased for 
and through them were Manoah and his wife, the 
parents of Samson. The angel of the Lord appeared 
unto them to give’ them explicit ditections, and the 
inspired record makes this remarkable statement: 
“And the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his 
wife looked on” (Judges 13: 19). A Christian man 
was recently telling his friends about remarkable 
guidance he was receiving at a time of particular 
need, and two of his friends quoted this passage to 
him, neither knowing that the other had done so. Are 
we all learning this rich lesson of guidance? As we 
fully yield to the Lord for the working out of his 
pleasure for and in and through us, guidance even in 
the most difficult problems will become a matter of 
our “looking on” as God leads and works. 


“It is Possible, but is it Probable?” 


COLLEGE girl, a senior, speaking in a young 

people’s devotional meeting. -The topic of the 

meetings was “Vision.” The discussion was 
under three heads, “The Vision that Brought Me to 
College,” “The Vision I have Gained in College,” and 
“The Vision I am Taking into Life after College.” 
This girl was speaking on the second heading, and the 
expression she used was a striking statement of the 
mental and spiritual condition of hundreds of college 
youths to-day. It sets forth the results of that mixing 
of evolutionary philosophy and Christianity which is 
going on in most of our church schools. 

This girl said that in college she had received a 
fine physical training, a social poise, and an ability for 
intellectual appreciation. Then she paused. “Spirit- 
ually,” she said, “it has been different. I came to 
college with certain well established beliefs as a re- 
sult of my home training. I had no question concern- 
ing the truths of the Bible. But now, with reference 
to any truth I always say, ‘It is possible, but is it 
probable?’ ” 

That statement might seem to the casual listener a 
matter of little consequence, but to one who is con- 
stantly working with college youth and observing their 
mental reactions to Christian truths it is a veritable 
thermometer. The teachers who were instrumental in 
introducing that idea “may” into that girl’s spiritual 
thinking have clipped the spontaneity, freshness, and 
authority of her faith. “It may be so, but és it so?” 
Multiply her case by thousands, and you get some in- 
dication of the meaning of the present lassitude of the 
church. Such a condition accounts for a statement 
recently made by a Chinese student: “There is an in- 
crease of missionaries and a decrease of the missionary 
spirit.” 

The church in all its history has never faced a 


bigger task than now confronts her as she attempts 
to take that word “may” out of the thinking of the 
youth of to-day. To enable them to say, “It is pos- 
sible and certain,’ when they speak of events and 
truths of the Bible is a task indeed. Preaching is a 
great instrument for accomplishing this, but much 
of the power of preaching depends upon the atmos- 
phere in which it is done. People who have never had 
a positive Christian attitude to the acts and problems 
of life through the week will not appreciate a prophet’s 
utterances on Sunday. “What will this babbler say?” 
is about as far as they can get. They do not even 
have the basis for appreciation of a message growing 
out of the »d atonemeit of Jesus Christ. They 
look upon it as an intellectual enigma or the primitive 
statement of a forgotten priestcraft. “Be practical,” 
they say; “what ideal are you talking about?” What 
can a prophet do in such environment but call the peo- 
ple to repentance? And the people have no basis for 
repentance ! 

In fact, when you put a question mark before the 
historic truths of Christianity there is nothing left but 
ideals, and even they are left without a foundation, 
and before very long will cease to have the dignity 
of ideals. Yet that is precisely the faith of thousands 
of our youths in Christian colleges who are to be 
the church leaders of to-morrow. Their discussions 
are consumed in the talk of ideals. They think of 
Christianity merely as an appeal to the better human 
self. Salvation by self-improvement is the order of 
their lives. Do they read their Bibles and pray? They 
certainly do. They do it to strengthen their better 
selves for the task of self-improvement. Do they en- 
joy it? They do. We must not forget that the ethical 
and intellectual content of the Bible has the capacity 
for marvelous stimulus. “Oh, how I love thy law,” 
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said the Psalmist, and the modern congregations at 
the foot of Sinai praise it the same way. All their 
talk of world betterment and social reform and per- 
sonal achievement is in the terms of human endeavor. 

Moreover, there is a versatility about this modern 
idealistic religion — let us not call it Christianity — 
which deceives the casual thinker. But let us re- 
member that the church leaders of this hour are the 
roduct of a generation that felt the power of Moody. 
fie was the outstanding example of an evangelism 
that was definitely based on a redeeming Lord. His 
attitude was the prevailing church attitude. The fruits 
of that attitude are everywhere abiding. But what of 
the fruits of this hour? The mills of the valley will 
still grind with the water that fell many days be- 
fore in the mountain heights, but sooner or later the 
water will cease in the valleys unless it continues to 
rain in the hills. 

We can put question marks before the truths of 
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$100,000 a month, and I need it all for my office.” Gen- 
eral Feng suggested that he put a Christian at the head 
of the customs collection, but the President absolutely 
rejected the suggestion. Then General Feng said, “I 
must resign, for I cannot bear to see my 30,000 men 
starve.” And he did. This precipitated the crisis. 
“But what was our General to do?” asked Mr. P’u. 

When the President left, General Feng appointed a 
Christian to collect the Peking customs, with the re- 
sult that at the end of the first month the amount 
collected was $220,000 instead of $100,000, as the Presi- 
dent had claimed, This vindicates General Feng and 
reveals what shocking leakage prevails in this unhappy 
country. If General Feng controlled China there might 
be fewer heads in the land, but there would be greater 
honesty. 

Since I wrote the above the enclosed has appeared in 
pne of the Far East papers. Contrary to my expecta- 
tion, General Feng has sent out an explanation of his 
action during the crisis which caused.the President to 
leave Peking. 


DECEMBER 29, i923 


ings. The army was reviewed on the tenth of this 
month. It was the anniversary of the coming in of the 
Republic. Who could keep from praising God as regi- 
ment after regiment passed and we knew that all the 
officers and at least half of the men were Christians? 

For some time now I have been speaking five nights 
a week to the Captains. It is a fine opportunity to get 
a chance to revive these young men so that they shall 
seek the salvation of all under them. They do seem 
so to appreciate what we do for them. One day last 
week the army started out at 6 A. M. for field.man- 
euvers: and did not get back till about dusk, tired and 
without supper. It did riot seem possible that we could 
have a meeting, but the room was full, and they, hun- 
gry and tired, seemed to enter most heartily into the 
service. 

The General is out with the troops at six each morn- 
ing, and so he asked me if I would come at half-past 
five A. M. to help him at Bible study. I leave my home 
each morning before the glimmer of dawn. We are 
studying the book of Ephesians together, and are 
realizing something of the fulness of our possessions in 


SERRE 


The misrepresentation of General Feng was so seri- Him. If the General does not want to know God’s will 

: By , > te Cheletl ous, and the whole national and Christian situation and do it, how account for his desire to study the Bible 

resting aeem, oe, ere _ hae y= so involved, that it is evident that General Feng was each morning at half-past five? 

conscience is - ; Sena : ; : s ; Z 

fed on the eternal Book. Christianity cannot more than justified in breaking his customary silence And now the (Northern) Presbyterian Board of 

be handed down in text-books, or any other = pe, Oe ee blic -—r the hy bg — - Foreign Missions sends out information, under date 
e angna: limes, 0 ugust ©, reads in part aS of November 20, which abundantly confirms the ex- 


form of tradition. Every generation must get foljows: 
its truths first hand and from original sources, and e ; ; , : posure by Dr. Goforth and Mr. Wang of the utterly 
the generation that destroys those sources is fram- I was in no way ‘responsible for President Li Yuan- false character of the statements circulated about the 


. . A hurg’s departure from the capital. The statement that Christian General last summer The Presbyterian 
ing disaster for the race. Unless it stops, we are I had made threatening overtures against him is en- nyt 


historic Christianity and feel temporarily secure in 








bound to go into disaster until some modern Shaphan tirely unfounded, and was utilized by certain news- Board's statement is as follows: 


rediscovers the book in our forgotten temples and 
reads it again to make us tremble. 























Criticism of General Feng 
Completely Refuted 


When God’s grace has lifted a man into a life 
of conspicuous Christian service, he is, of course, a 
shining mark for Satan's dart: and one of Satan's 
commonest ways of attack = amet to discredit 
by serious charges against characte: “i conduct. 
It was to be expected that General Feng Yu-hsiang 
of China, one of the most conspicuous Christian sol- 
diers since Cromwell and Cornelius, should be at- 
tacked in that way. The attack came last summer, in 
an American newspaper item which startled and 
shocked many who saw it. The New York Times 
published a despatch from Peking dated July 17, and 
“copyright, 1923, by the Chicago Tribune Co.,” as 
follows: 


Chinese Christians, meeting at the Tientsin Young 
Men’s Christian Association, have expelled General 
Feng Yuh-siang, alleging that for driving Li Yuan- 
hung from the Presidency he received from Tsao Kun 
$500,000 and from Wang Kehmin, President of the Bank 
of China, 1,000 head of horses. At the same time, Feng 
is accused of the murder of Chow Chichikhia and Yang 
Hsichung, Christian representatives. 

Liu Tsuming is the head of the committee drafting 
the letter notifying Feng of his excommunication, 

Feng, who commands 30,000 troops at Peking, also 
made charges saying that Li Yuan-hung was unable 
to pay the troops, while, since the latter’s flight, he 
had provided for the arrears. 

Some missionaries are still loyal to Feng, but many 
of late have regarded him as insincgge. 


The Sunday School Times promptly cabled and 
wrote to Dr. Jonathan Goforth, of Kikungshan, South 
Honan, who more than any other missionary in China 
has worked with General Feng and knows his intimate 
personal life and record. Dr. Goforth was far from 
Peking at the time of the pelitical crisis there, and 
therefore was delayed in securing the detailed and 
authentic information refuting these particular charges. 
He had lived with General Feng and his army for seven 
months previous to last May, and knows the General 
and staff and his army as few others do. A letter 
that Dr. Goforth at once wrote the Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times contains some significant statements ; 


I have never known of his [General Feng’s] attempt- 
ing to defend himself against any evil reports cir- 
culated about him. A few days after he had turned 
over the governorship of Honan, a Chinese paper came 
out with ten very serious charges against him. His 
Chief of Staff came to him in high indignation and 
asked permission to reply to these false charges. Gen- 
eral Feng in his quiet way said, “Get thee behind me, 
‘Satan.’” Therefore judging from his past method of 
dealing with false reports I have no expectation that 
he will make any defense. I shall not see him until I 
return to Peking. 

The Rev. Paul P’u, one of the army Chaplains, a 
man we all love and trust and who is most highly 
esteemed by the General, wrote me about the crisis 
and the false reports circulated in the papers about 
their General. He said that when the Cabinet re- 
signed General.Feng had no one to appeal to for funds 
but to the President. The President said he had no 
plans. General Feng pointed out that the Peking local 
customs could spare his army $100,000 a month. The 
President said, “No, the local customs only produce 


papers to serve their own political ends,” was the em- 
phatic denial issued by General Feng Yu-hsiang at his 
headquarters at Nan Yuan to a representative of the 
Far Eastern Times in reply to a question regarding the 
President’s recent flight to Tientsin. 

General Feng, who appeared in excellent health, was 
interested regarding the latest political rumors afloat 
in the capital, but refused to make any comment upon 
them. 

“I am first and last a military’ man,” he said. “As 
such my sole duty is to obey the orders of my superiors 
and to carry them out to the best of my ability. It 
would be presumptuous of me to express any preference 
regarding the choice of a President, since I am not 
concerned with politics in any way whatsoever.” 

When asked whom he regarded as the present head 
of the Government, and from whom he received orders, 
he replied unhesitatingly, “The Cabinet.” 

Despite the fact that General Feng’s troops have not 
received their pay from the Central Government during 
the past thirteen months they all appear in robust 
condition and preserve- a very martial appearance. In 
answer to the inquiry how his soldiers managed to 
obtain food, the General replied, “We grow a large 
amount of our own produce, and thus far have been 
able to borrow both on personal note and sometimes 
without security sufficient money to maintain our mil- 
itary strength. Our debt amounts approximately to 
$1,000,000 which has been contracted in loans averaging 
from $87,000 to $120,000 monthly which it has been nec- 
essary to borrow, to maintain the military organiza- 
tion. 

General Feng is very proud of the splendid morale 
of the men under his command, likewise of their ex- 
cellent discipline. 


And now comes a letter from Dr. Goforth, dated 
October 15, and written from Nayuan, Peking, with 
the most satisfying and conclusive answer to the false 
charges that have been made. Dr. Goforth writes: 

At last I have got word from Tientsin, the place where 

those reports were supposed to start from. I cannot 

do better than to enclose Mr. Wang's letter which 
completely refutes them. 


Dr. Goforth encloses the original of a letter ad- 
dressed to himself, dated October 8, from Wang Chih 
P’ing, General Secretary of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association of Tientsin. This well-known Chi- 
nese Christian works with R. M. Hersey, the Consult- 


As the world has been looking upon the strange spec- 
tacle of a great nation without an executive head, and 
as every one was startled at President Li’s precipitate 
flight from the Presidential mansion in Peking to the 
British Concession in Tientsin; also as General Feng 
Yu Hsiang ata somewhat critical moment tendered his 
resignation, the two acts have in the minds of many 
been linked together, many talking against General 
Feng as though he were the cause of the President's 
rash act, while friends, who know General Feng and the 
facts, have called him the “most maligned man in 
China.” 

One who has resided a long time in China and knows 
the facts at first hand comments on the situation as 
follows: 

“General Feng was called to Peking some ten months 
ago from a well-earned and honorable position, the 
Tuchunship of Honan, an office which he filled most 
acceptably to the citizens of Honan Province. When 
called to Peking the President gave him the title of 
Inspector General, and assured him of the sum of $200,- 
ooo per month from Honan and the balance of the funds 
needed to pay his army from Peking, as in this posi- 
tion General Feng would have no other sources of in- 
come. 

“Ten full months elapsed and.not so much as one 
full month’s salary was paid, until in August, 1923, a 
total of eighteen months’ wages were due the men from 
the Government. By the severest economy, combined 
with industry, in which the soldiers plant the gardens 
and fields, do weaving, soap-making, chair-making, and 
carry on many other lines of industry, from which they 
reap some profit, and by the General’s borrowing more 
than $1,000,000 in his own name, he has been able to 
keep things going, keep his army fit, and has actually 
paid his men five months’ wages out of the eighteen 
due them from the Government. Will it be regarded 
in such circumstances unjustifiable if the General 
should ask the President and Government if some relief 
could not.be given? Especially as it is known that 
millions of dollars of Government money are going into 
less worthy channels. .. . 

“Just when he was having such a hard time’to se- 
cure money with which to pay his men, General Chang 
Tso-lin offered him a million dollars down and regu- 
lar monthly payments thereafter if he would join him. 
He turned the offer down at once. China needs more 
men of that stamp. He has a hard row to hoe. Jeal- 
ousy and misunderstanding are making things very hard 
for him.” 


As usual, Satan’s overreaching of himself in his zeal 


ing General Secretary of the same Association. Mr. 


Wang writes to Dr. Goforth: 


Your letter of September 22 was duly received at my 
office. Sorry I was on some special business which 
made me impossible to answer you immediately. 

I read both your letter and that of your friend with 
great surprise when I noticed that “a meeting was held 
at Tientsin Y. M. C. A., at which meeting General 
Feng was expelled.” It was absolutely gr dl 
There was never such a meeting held in our Associa- 
tion, and there has never been a meeting held in our 
place without our notice. 

I am a personal friend of General Feng, and I know 
he is a good and honest Christian. 

Herewith I am returning your friend’s letter as re- 
quested. Sorry for such a false statement against a 
good man. If you want to know anything more about 
him, I will be very glad to give you the information. 





Dr. Goforth writes further, in the letter enclosing 


Mr. Wang’s communication: 


As to the execution of those “Christian representa- 
tives,” no one ,here has ever heard of such as far as 
I can find out. 

And as for the missionaries generally regarding Gen- 
eral Feng as “insincere,” that is absurd. I ought to 
know as well as most men in China how General Feng 
is regarded, for last summer I was holding confer- 
ences in four of China’s health resorts (where the 
missionaries assemble), and repeatedly was asked to 
give addresses on the General and his army, and have 
heard old missionaries say that the work of the Lord 
in that zrmy is the most encouraging result they have 
heard o» * ce coming to China. 

No, we .. +e not lost faith in General Feng, or rather, 
in the Almighty Lord who has established his go- 


to put a stop to this soldier of the Cross has already 
hurt, and will hurt, Satan’s cause far more than 
Christ's. Last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times gave thrilling facts about General Feng, in 
Ernest Gordon’s department the “Missionary Watch 
Tower.” And the China Inland Mission has rendered 
a great service by publishing Marshall Broomhall’s 
fascinating book, just off the press, giving the life 
story of this Chinese Christian; it is entitled, “Gen- 
eral Feng, ‘A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus,’” with a 
Foreword by Major-General Sir George K. Scott 
Moncrieff (China Inland Mission, London, Philadel- 
phia, Toronto, Melbourne, and Shanghai; 40 cents, 
postpaid; or one shilling, postpaid). 





For “ lifts” like these 
the Times is grateful 








A Michigan minister writes: “We revel 
in the Times’ rich spiritual culture, its devo- 
tion to the Lord Jesus, its strong convictions 
glowing with the fire of a holy love, its 
strong intellectuality combining warm spir- 
itual life with accurate, dauntless, broad 
scholarship.” 
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Lesson for January 13 
Genesis 37 to 50 







T IS one_one of the tricks of the evolution 

propaganda to make it appear that man _ has 

been in existence on the globe for many hun- 
dreds of thousands of years, perhaps for a million 
years or more. And so well has this propaganda suc- 
ceeded that most people seem to have accepted this 
idea as one of the settled facts of modern scientific 
discovery. At any rate, statements regarding the ex- 
treme antiquity of man are passed around in+ many 
of the public journals which would have been re- 
oe as utterly absurd a few years ago. H. G. 

ells, in his notorious “Outline of History,” seeks to 
convey the impression that man has existed for a 
million years or more; and this teaching of the well- 
known novelist is being supplemented by many other 
writers, some of whom are regarded as persons of 
some scientific authority. 

In a recent number of the Manchester Guardian is 
an article by Sir W. Boyd Dawkins, who has long 
been considered an expert regarding this subject of 
prehistoric man. The article deals with the discov- 
eries made this past summer at Solutré, near the head 
of the valley of the Rhone, France. The wonderful 
paintings on the caves of Southern France, done by 
certain races of prehistoric man, have long been 
known. The discoveries this past summer brought 
to light certain well-made clay models of the animals 
which were hunted by these ancient men; and Dawk- 
ins discusses the problem of how old these men are, 
or at what period they lived. He accepts their rank 
as “paleolithic,” a term which carries a_ technical 
significance among those who accept all that has been 
asserted by the evolutionary archeologists regarding 
the relative ages represented by these and other dis- 
coveries. But Dawkins grows impatient at the report 
made by somebody else that these recent discoveries 
are “25,000 years old.” He does not himself attempt 
to fix a definite period in years, because, as he says, 
“the antiquity of paleolithic man is so great that it 
cannot be measured by so small a unit of time as the 
year.” «In other words, when dealing with such vast 
periods, the yeat becomes much like the depreciated 
German mark: a million or two of them do not make 
much difference one way or another. This is the line 
of argument. 

Dawkins goes on to tell of the vast changes of land 
or water which he asserts have taken place in Europe 
since man first appeared, this change of level having 
been accompanied by a radical change of climate, 
and “by the extinction of the characteristic Pleisto- 
cene wild animals,” such as the rhinoceros and the 
hippopotamus, which lived in England, and the 
myriads of mammoths “elephants) which lived in the 
extreme northern part of Siberia, and away within 
the Arctic circle. He argues that “the time neces- 
sary for these changes must have been very great, 
and it is quite incalculable.” He goes on to enumerate 
the other long ages which followed, all of which 
antedated (so we are told) the real Historic period, 
the earliest written records of which, he says, 
cannot be traced back farther than about 3500 B.C., 
in Egypt. 

25,000 Years Not Enough! 

He proceeds to say that “under the circumstances 
it is impossible to fix any dates in the historical sense, 
and we are compelled to deal with events outside 
history in the same way as the geologists divide the 
record of the earth into periods without fixing any 
definite date in years.” For these reasons he indig- 
nantly rejects the date of “25,000 years” ago, and 
takes refuge behind the shield of learned indefinite- 
ness, saying that the only thing which we really 
know about the age of these remains discovered last 
summer is that “they are of vast antiquity.” 

As these recently discovered skeletons, with their 
clay models, are admittedly not as old as many other 
remains of man found elsewhere, the absolute an- 
tiquity of man need not be discussed here. I have 
considered this subject at some length in the closing 
chapter of my latest book, “The New Geology,” a 
Textbook for Colleges”; and to this I would refer 
those who wish to enter upon this subject more fully. 
It will suffice here to consider the scientific value of 
these statements regarding the great antiquity of man, 
and see if we can fix on a method of correlating these 
recent discoveries with other facts within our knowl- 
edge, such as those facts regarding the early days of 
our world which are given in the Bible. 

To get a correct point of view, we shall have to go 
back nearly a hundred years, to the time of the great 
Baron Cuvier. He was the great outstanding figure 
of his time scientifically, and dominated almost all 
branches of scientific research. In geology he is re- 
membered as the advocate of the theory of a long 
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Is Man Millions of Years Old? 


Do a false archeology and geology push him too far 
back from the high road of true science ? 





By Professor George McCready Price 
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In the age of super-doubt concerning the Bible’s 
testimony to Creation and Redemption, it is fine 
to have men of real Cro-Magnon stature, as it 
were, in scholarship in view as champions of the 
truth of the Scriptures, such as Naville, Ramsay, 
Kyle, and Barton in archeology; in medical 
science, Kelly; Patton, Robertson, R. D. Wilson in 
theology. In the field of geology the researches and 
studies of Professor Price are helping greatly to 
topple over moss-covered evolutionary theories. 
The chapter in his masterly new book, “The New 
Geology; a Text Book for Colleges,” on “The 
Origin and Antiquity of Man,’ ’will be found to be 
fully as instructive as this condensed article. The 
book may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at $3.50. 








series of successive catastrophes; but along with this 
series of catastrophes he had to havea corresponding 
series of successive creations, a sort of moving-pic- 
ture, of a progressive creation, or a-.creation on the 
instalment planj—a most admirable preparation for 
the theory of organic evolution, as subsequent history 
has proved. Cuvier was quite familiar with the ele- 
phant bones and the bones of the other gigantic trop- 
ical animals which had been unearthed in north- 
western Europe; but he stoutly maintained that all 
these fossils represented “extinct” species, entirely 
different from the corresponding living animals 
now found in the tropical parts of Africa and Asia. 
And he also denied just as positively that human 
_— had been alive when these “extinct” animals 
ived. 


The Overthrow of Cuvier’s Dogma 


The history of the science of archeology during the 
latter part of the nineteenth century is largely a 


-record of the conflict between this dogma of Cuvier 


and the rising newer view, that human remains were 
to be found mixed up with the bones of these pre- 


historic animals. As the latter view gradually pre-. 


vailed, there followed a period of a decade or two 
when it became the fashion to carry the antiquity of 
man back and back, first through the “Pleistocene 
period,” and then back into the “Tertiary period,” as 
spoken of by the geologists. The climax of this ten- 
dency was ached when many scientists extended the 
human period back to the “Middle Miocene,” about 
the middle of the “Tertiary period.” 

But presently the evolutionists took alarm. If man 
was indeed contemporary with the strange animals 
and plants of the “Miocene,” perhaps he was also 
contemporary with the dinosaurs of the Cretaceous, 
or with the coal plants of the Carboniferous? In 
other words, would not this great extension of the 
human period tend to throw discredit upon the re- 
ality of these alleged successive “ages” of the geolo- 
gists? The latter idea has always been a sore spot 
with the scientists, because it has always rested on 
such a flimsy foundation; hence it must be protected 
from inconvenient questioning. 

What the evolutionists wanted was time,—time in 
which to permit of the gradual development of man 
from his supposed brute ancestors; and they were 
certainly getting a plenty of it, according to their way 
of thinking. For five million years or so would be a 
moderate estimate of the time since the profuse Mio- 
cene flora existed in the Arctic regions, according to 
the popular theory. The thin was getting uncom- 
fortably absurd. But wouid not the same object be 
more safely and comfortably attained by merely 
stretching out the Pleistocene (the “last” of the geo- 
logical ages) to-a little greater dimensions, and then 
haying the human period fall more comfortably and 
more safely within it, thus avoiding the risk of having 
Man alive when too many and too alarming geo- 
logical_-changes were going on? 

Whether or no this line of reasoning was conscivusly 
adopted, this represents about the turn which the 
question has taken within recent years. Most modern 
writers now place the beginnings of mankind within 
the Pleistocene, or at the close of the period imme- 
diately preceding, which is the Pleiocene, in geological 
parlance. Even the notorious Java skuli, Prthecan- 
thropus erectus, is usually placed within the Pleisto- 
cene, or in the “late” Pleiocene, and this skull is called 
by all the evolutionists the very “oldest” human skull 
yet discovered. Of course, on this basis, the Pleisto- 
cene has been stretched out enormously, so that the 
absolute time involved is not materially changed, and 
most evolutionary writers are quite willing to assign 
a million years or so for the total time since man 











first evolved from the stage of a “walking ape” into 
his present physical form. 

The whole subject of just how far back in “geo- 
logical time” man actually originated, is still in that 
delightful state of chaos where each writer can work 
out a chronological scheme in accord with what he 
thinks ought to be the case. Also the objective evi- 
dence, gathered from a hundred “caves” and burial 
places, is of such an ambiguous character, and the 
rules governing both the classification of these human 
remains and the geological classification of the beds in 
which they occur, are so entirely theoretical and sub- 
jective that it becomes easy to arrange a chronological 
scheme in almost any way one may see fit. 

What lesson ate we to learn from all this? And 
how shall we get our bearings relative to these pre- 
historic remains of man and the facts regarding 
man’s early history as given in the Bible? 

It will be noted, in the quotation given above from 
Sir W. Boyd Dawkins, that the archeologists are now 
dealing with the prehistoric period of mankind “in 
the same way as the geologists divide the record of 
the earth into periods.” This application of the meth- 
ods learned from the evolutionary geologists to the 
archeology or the prehistory of mankind, was inevi- 
table. The evolutionary scheme of geology must in- 
evitably prepare the way for an evolutionary arche- 
ology; and if one accepts the one, he can hardly 
avoid accepting the other. And here is just where the 
world is to-day; indeed, here is just where the larger 
part of the Protestant Church is to-day. Under the 
guidance of some good and well-meaning men, such 
as Hugh Miller, Gladstone,, Sir William Dawson, 
and James D. Dana, tthe Church accepted at face 
value the geological “ages,” with the methods of 
classifying all that should be found in the rocks and 
prehistoric deposits. And now we have ‘the logical 
results thrust upon us, these results being the picture 
of man’s evolution through hundreds of thousands 
of years from a “walking ape,” as H. G. Wells calls 
him, into mankind as we know him to-day. 

It‘ would seem high time for the Church to learn 


-her lesson. When she adopted the theory of the suc- 


cessive geological “ages” she knew it was of the 
nature of a compromise; it was not taking the first 
chapters of Genesis at their full face value. But she 
thought that the “facts,” as uncovered from the rocks, 
demanded the compromise; and she reluctantly ac- 
cepted the “day-period” theory of creation, as taught 
by the illustrious scieriists mentioned in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. But she now finds that this initial 


_ compromise involves very much more; she must go 


right on to. accept the full creed of the evolutionary 
“modernists,” or she must retrace her steps and begin 
over again, and take the first chapters of Genesis at 
their full face value, and see if this will not be better, 
both as theology and as science. 


Science Stands for a World-Wide Catastrophe 


I do not have space here to go into the many prob- 
lems connected with these questions. Suffice it to say 
that the reality of a great world-catastrophe of some 
sort is now a well-established scientific and historical 
fact. The evolutionists have always denied this 
world-catastrophe, because it cannot be made to fit 
into their philosophy, and because, if this world-catas- 
trophe has occurred, it would spoil their pretty little 
scheme of arranging the fossils off in an alleged 
chronological order, In other words, if there has 
really been a universal Deluge or Flood, as the Scrip- 
tures and modern science alike declare, then who is 
going to believe any longer in the geological fable of 
Uniformity, and the long thin line of fossil forms 
arranged in an alleged: chronological order, when 
these fossils may represent merely diverse contempo- 
rary animals and plants which were overwhelmed in 
this world-convulsion ? 

Several years ago, Professor A. F. Sayce, of Ox- 
ford University, in writing to me, said that Sir Henry 
H. Howorth’s argument in his book, “The Mammoth 
and the Flood,” had- always seemed to him (Professor 
Sayce) “very strong,” this argument being based on 
the existence of great herds of mammoths in the 
Arctic regions, found now in such a condition that 
they must have been overwhelmed by some sudden 
and awful catastrophe. And Sayce further added 
that these arguments of Howorth had never yet been 
answered by “orthodox” geologists. 

But the New Catastrophism is destined to get a 
hearing whenever the science of Geology is reformed 
and placed on a solid basis of fact, similar to what 
has already been done for all the other natural 
sciences, Instead of the present system, with a 


“science” of geology built up on an elaborate series of 
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assumption and hypotheses, we shall have a real 
science based on rock-bottom facts; and then the evo- 
lutionary speculators will have to go out of business 
for lack of any solid scientific facts to encourage 
their idle speculations. For, as most people already 
know, the facts of biology have already failed them; 
and when geology is also seen to refuse them ahy 
support, their interesting little job of speculating 
about the gradual development of man from the 
lower animals will have to be given up. Their mill 
will stop grinding for lack of grist. 


Union Coiiece, Cottece View, NEBRASKA, 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questi for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is encl 





Dear Mother Ruth: Your answers to girls’ questions 
in The Sunday School Times have been a great help to 
me, and it is the first thing I look for when I open the 
paper. I have a question I would also like answered. 

I am a consecrated Christian girl, twenty-one years of 
age, and have been thinking of bobbing my hair, not be- 


cause I like it that way, in fact, I don’t, but because for. 


the last two years my hair has been falling out dreadfully, 
and when it is up, does not look very nice, as it is so 
thin. I have done all I could to help it along, and it is 
just as bad as ever. Of course if I went to a hairdresser 
and had my head treated that would help, but I cannot 
afford it. 

What I want to know is whether it would be wrong for 
me to do this. I have heard that the Bible is against 
the cutting of hair, and as I truly love my Lord and 
want to do his will in all things, I really would not want 
to do anything that I thought might displease him. I 
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have prayed much about it, and have asked the Lord if it 
is his will to show me in some way, but as yet feel that 
it would be all right in view of the fact that it is not 
for style that I am doing it. 

I want to thank you now for a reply. God has certainly 
blessed me. through your little column in the Times, and 
no. doubt has blessed others.—-UNDECIDED GIRL. 

P. S.—Since writing this letter I have read your answer 
to a gifl’s question about bobbed hair in the Times. Of 
course my case is different, and I am anxious to hear from 
you. 


Y DEAR UNDECIDED GIRL, I believe there 
are things you can do to help your hair, just as 
well as “bobbing” it. For instance, clipping of the 
ends every two or three weeks. Also you can use 
crude oil very carefully, a little on the tips of the 


fingers, rubbed in well on the scalp, about once in 


two or three weeks, which is an excellent help. No 
matter. what the reason or excuse you. may have for 
“bobbing,” the influence will be the same as though 
you did it from choice. You can’t label yourself to 
tell why you have done it. 

If you do “bob” it, I would suggest the wearing of 
a hair net, to keep from the “appearance” of the true 
“bob.” As the style is fast passing out, if you wait 
a little longer, you can do it from the thought of help 
you think it would give you, and not be considered 
as one of those who follow the fad. 

One thing more I want to add: You say you have 
been in doubt as to what you should do. I always 
make it a rule never to do anything in which I feel 
uncertain God would be pleased. So until you are 
sure you will not dishonor your Lord, don’t you do it. 
For the simple reason you want your Lord to know 
his pleasure is more to you than anything you may 
want to do. He is so interested in everything that 
touches you and your influence, that he will reveal* to 
you even this question, if you will let him and wait 
for him. There are no “little things” in life! 

I am so glad, my dear, that’ God is blessing our 
column to your good. I am so eager that every word 
shall be ordered of him. Won’t you pray to this end? 

I shall always be glad to hear from you, and may 
you keep right on loving your Lord more and more, 
and -grow into that inseparable companionship which 
is our privilege. 








How the Good News Went to Lokeren 


The Belgian Gospel Mission’s tent revival in a new town 








By May B. White 








During an informal meeting of the Belgian Gospel Mission Council in Philadelphia, a cable came saying a 


building could be secured in 


Lokeren for $2,000. Special prayer was immediately made for the supply of this 


need, and Mr. Norton cabled word to purchase. Within a few weeks there were received a check for $1,000 
and two $500 checks! But will you not pray for the — of the woman teacher to be put in charge, and 


send your gifts for her support, and for the extension of this wo 


to many other similarly needy Belgian towns, as 


well as for a new headquarters building in Brussels? Miss White is a faithful worker in Brussels. - All contri- 
butions should be sent to Mr. C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


days, so quickly have they passed, the Gospel 

message has been sounded out, day after day, 
in the Belgian Gospel Tent in Lokeren, and now the 
last day has come. There are other places to be vis- 
ited, other sheep which are not of the fold to be 
sought out and brought home, and we must pull up 
stakes and go on. But how are we going to leave 
these souls, so recently come to the Light, and needing 
all the help and guidance possible: how are we going 
to pass on to other places, taking the Light with us, 
and leave them in a darkness which will be greater 
than ever because of the passing of the Light by 
their way? 

The last day was a never-to-be-forgotten one, a 
red-letter day in the history of this Flemish town, 
because on this day men and women were consecrating 
themselves, body and soul, all they have and all they 
are to Him who, being himself the Light, had come 
among them and had manifested himself to them as 
Saviour and Friend. 

Seven-thirty in the evening brought a stream of 
girls and women, whose meeting was to be the first, 
Ten, twenty, thirty, forty —soon eighty was reached. 
Eighty-six, and still more coming through the opening 
in the tent which constituted the doorway. One hun- 
dred! A Gospel song is given out, and as the music 
rings out on the evening air the ever-passing footsteps 
continue, and women and girls, old and young, pass 
through the opening, slowly filling the wooden 
benches, until it seems as if there would be no room 
left for the men who were to come and join them 
later. 

Standing on the platform, one confronted a sea of 
earnest faces, whose owners listened eagerly to every 
word, so that not a crumb should be lost, whether it 
was in general song, whether the reading of the Word, 
the singing of the solo, or the giving of the simple 
message from the words, “Can a woman forget her 
sucking child . .. yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee.” The Lord has not forgotten Lokeren. 
He has not forgotten the women and girls there, who 
have been walking in darkness all these years. He 


Fe six happy weeks, which have seemed like six 


has heard the daily cry of his servants, who have 
prayed and prayed that he would shake the town 
and make his presence felt. “Lord, send us a 
consecrated woman quickly, so that when the tent 
is gone they may still have teaching and help.” 
This cry was wrung from the. heart of one 
of his children as she sat on the platform looking 
into those eager, waiting faces, and she felt instinct- 
ively that she was crying in the Spirit. 

Half an hour later the men came streaming in to 
take their places beside their womankind. They had 
been sitting about on the grass outside, waiting their 
turn to enter, and, though there had not seemed to be 
much room left, yet they pushed and squeezed them- 
selves on to the already well-filled benches, and en- 
tered heartily into the singing of the hymns. How 





In Flanders’ Fields 


It was a precious tide of martyrs’ blood that was 
poured forth on Flanders’ fields centuries ago, when the 
sweep of the Reformation westward brought most of 
Belgium into the ac e of the evangelical faith. 
And when the forces of hell were let loose against the 
flock of God, then it was that Belgians showed how they 
could die for their faith and for the Word of God. By 
the tens of thousands they went to the stake and to the 
scaffold, men and women and little children, suffering 
the most fiendish tortures imaginable with a truly sublime 
courage. The Netherlands Inquisition was more formidable 
and relentless than even that of Spain, and its victims, 
so the Inquisitors themselves acknowledged, more bold 
and intrepid in their witness than were their fellow- 
sufferers of Spain. 

And God has not been unmindful of that martyrs’ 
blood calling unto him from the historic fields of Flanders. 
To-day he is beginning to work amidst those scenes of 
glorious past history in a mighty way, manifesting himself 
in quickening power in the lives of hundreds of the descend- 
ants of those martyrs of old.—Mrs. Ralph C. Norton. 
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they love to sing, and to hear others sing, arid they 
are not critical, these dear souls. A glad song of joy 
sung with all the heart touches answering chords in 
theirs, even though the technique may leave much to 
be desired. So they sang and gladly listened to the 
colporteurs singing quartettes, but just to hear them 
read the Scriptures made my heart sing for joy. 

The portion read was 1 Timothy 6, and Mr. Teeu- 
wissen began to read aloud clearly and slowly. The 
rustling of leaves proved the presence of Bibles in 
the hands of the audience, and we remembered having 
been told that five hundred New Testaments and fifty 
Bibles had been sold to these people, who bring them 
regularly with them every night. A Bible is pushed 
into our hands as we sit on a seat at the back of the 
tent, with a whispered request to find the place for the 
owner, so that he-may follow the reading, and aS ‘our 
eyes travel upward to his face, we find him to be a 
fine, strong young fellow, with a bright, intelligent 
look. Thank God, oh, thank God, we cry, for these 
young men who are now reading his Word instead of 
the obscene literature of former days. Ftc y. 

“Yet will I not forget thee.” No, the Lord has not 
forgotten Lokeren, _ 

“Let as many servants as are under the yoke, ‘count 
their own masters worthy of all honor.”* Mr. 
Teeuwissen’s clear voice rings out, and’ when he 
reaches verse 3 he asks, “Now will you read this verse 
for me?” and the immediate response shows how 
carefully the audience is following the reading, 
Strong young voices, husky and tired ones, the higher 
and shriller voices of the younger listeners, all join 
to read, “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not 
ee words, even the words of the Lord Jesus 

rist.” 

“Wait a moment. What was that you read?” 

“Even the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Are you sure? Read it again.” 

“Even the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Does it not say ‘the words of. the church’?” 


“No, no, sir! ‘Even the words of the Lord Jesus: 


Christ.’ ” 

“The words of whom?” 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, sir.” 

“Then don’t forget. We have not come to teach 
you the words of the Church, nor the words of Mr. 
Teeuwissen, nor of Mr. Van Puffelen, but the words 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. And if any man teach you 
otherwise, what does the Bible say. about hitn?” 

Quickly and intelligently comes the response: “He 
is proud, knowing nothing.” ’ ji 

“And what does that mean?” 

“Well, sir, that he knows nothing.” sd Jy 

And so on, the reading ‘continues, interspersed 
with questions and answers which not only’ prove 


whether the audience is understanding what it ‘reads, 


but also impress the truth on their simple minds. 

Mr. Van Puffelen is going away for his holiday to- 
morrow, and his heart is full to overflowing. He has 
learned to love these people during these weeks, and 
he finds it heard to say “good-bye.” 

“Friends, I may never see you again on earth — 
who knows? — but I want to see you above in the 
presence of Him who loved us and hath washed us 
from our sin in his own blood.” 

A dear old sister sitting in the front cannot contain 
her joy, and she cries out, “Ah, there we shall sing 
‘hallelujah’ all day long.” 

“Yes, moederke, there we shall praise Him who 
loved Lokeren and its inhabitants and gave himself 
for them.” 

But this saying “good-bye” and the thought of 
being- left breaks the heart of our friends, and they 
beg us to stay with them always. We will certainly 
stay if we can find a hall, and our cry goes up daily, 
hourly, to God to find us a house in this town where 
his name may be glorified and more souls brought into 
the kingdom. Well, at any rate, if we cannot stay 
now for longer, will we not stay just one day more? 
One more meeting only. Instead of leaving Wednesday 
morning, will we not stay till Thursday morning, and 
have one more meeting? It means sacrifice and hard 
work for our colporteurs, as the tent must be up and 
ready in the next place by Thursday evening, put a 
few hours less sleep and a few hours more work at 
night — what does it matter, if by so doing we can 
give these dear souls one more meeting. So it is 
decided, then— we will stay till Thursday morning 
early. 

But the time goes so quickly, and ten o’clock is 
soon there, and these men and women have been 
working hard all day in factories, and must be up 
early again to-morrow. We must have compassion on 
them if they do not have pity for themselves. M. Van 
Steenberghe is with us from Brussels, and we want 
him to tell us what the Lord has given him for us. 
Those who know Brother Van Steenberghe know -hat 
his voice normally is not very strong, but then our Mas- 
ter says, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
The Lord took hold of this weak voice, and through 
the tent and out into the dark shadows outside, where 
a crowd of misty forms can be seen standing just 
outside of the circle of light coming through the tent 
doorway, rang the glorious message of a full aid free 
salvation, a Saviour who not only saves, but who 
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Lesson for January 13 
Genesis 37 to 50 


keeps under all circumstances, notwithstanding the 
attack of the enemy. A hush has fallen on the tent, 
and the Spirit of the Lord is manifestly at work. 


The thoughts of all swing back, under the spell of the. 


message, to the Inquisition days, and they see and 
hear again their forefathers standing out against all 


threats and cajoleries, loving not their lives unto the - 


death for the same truths which have been presented 
to them during the past six weeks, 

We bow in prayer, and in the quietness Mr. Teeu- 
wissen asks: “Are e any here who have not yet 
decided to accept Christ as their Saviour and to follow 
him at all costs? Perhaps you would like to do so 
to-night, but do not stand up in a-hurry. Remember, 
to follow Christ means to quit sin, to leave off swear- 
ing, to give up os to abandon the cinema and 
theater, to read your Bible diligently, to pray, to live 
for God, and to witness for him to others. Knowing 
all this, are you prepared to follow him? If so, will 
you stand up, and we will pray for you.” One, two, 
three, and so on, man after man rises in his place, 
Again they are urged to count the cost, and to do 
nothing lightly. Now the women timidly stand up 
on their feet, until a goodly company are there, de- 
manding our prayers, having decided, at all costs, 
to accept Christ’s offer of salvation, and to trust him 
for eternal life. ie 

Oh, Lord, can it be possible! This in Flanders ! 
We've prayed, oh, yes, we've prayed, and we've 
longed to see this day, but now that it is here we won- 
der if it can be true. “Yet will I not forget thee. 
The Lord hath not forgotten thee, Flanders! O, 
noble army of martyrs who gave your lives for the 
truth in Flanders, the Lord has not forgotten you! 
You who have prayed and are praying for Belgium, 
the Lord hath not forgotten. He has heard, and is 
answering. Pray on! Join your cry with ours that 
the Lord will send us more workers, and especially 
women, for Flanders. 

Eleven at night, and the stream reluctantly pours 
out into the night and the darkness, carrying joy and 
gladness with them, Hands are stretched out to meet 
ours, which are warmly shaken. Voices of all kinds, 
young and old, soft and shrill, deep, husky, and with a 
thrill in them, wish us a varied form of “good-night.” 
“Good-night, Juffrouw!” “Sleep well!” “May God 
bless you!” Thank you, oh, thank you for coming!” 
“Till we meet again, a !” “Good night, sister !” 
“A pleasant journey home! “Come back soon!” On, 
on goes the stream, and our hands get hot and sticky 
and tired from. the contact with scores of other 
hands as they pass us. Our bodies are tired almost 
to sickness, but our hearts are full of a deep, in- 
expressible gratitude to , and the tears of joy 
come to our eyes as we walk quietly through the 
deserted streets to bed. 

“O Lord Jesus, it cannot be that thou art going to 
leave these people with no one to help them on into 
further light. We need a hall, we need an evangelist, 
we need a woman who will live here to love these 
people and show them what it means to be thine, 
Send us these things quickly, we pray thee.” 

“Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.” 

BrusseELs, BELGIUM. 

. . 
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America’s Keswick 


O COMPLETELY equip the six-hundred-acre 
‘tract of land at Keswick, N. J., for the holding 
of the Eastern Victorious Life Conference next sum- 
mer, and for the holding of any other sound Bible 
conferences, about 28,000 dollars is yet needed. That 
amount will furnish an auditorium as well as a new 
dormitory building in addition to one that God most 
graciously supplied the need for during the year 
just closing. The amount will also enable Keswick 
to accept the generous gift of materials from a near-by 
overnment building, about to be dismantled, worth 
5,000, ; 
Will you, if God so leads, be one of 2,800 persons 
to give $10 each between now and the first day of 
March, 3924? 

Up to the present time ninety-seven persons have 
agreed to take one or more shares of ten dollars each 
toward raising the amount needed, making a total of 
$1,037. A money gift or pledge for whatever num- 
ber of ten dollar shares you believe God would have 
you take may be sent to Mr. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. . 


Calendar of Conferences 


Philadelphia, January 21-26.—Seventh Winter Conference 
of the Victorious Life Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, Broad Street below Spruce 
Street. Speakers, Gordon Watt, W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
Charles Ernest Scott, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
Charles G. Trumbull, and others. Further information may 
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be had by writing the Victorious Life Testimony, 8 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Miami, Florida, January 30 to February €6—Conference at 
First Presbyterian Church, afternoon and evening meet- 
ings daily, Bible studies and Victorious Life messages by 
W. H. Griffith Thomas and Charles G. Trumbull. This is 
the home church of the Hon. William Jennings Bryan, 
where he teaches his great Tourist’s Bible Class attended 
by about 5,000. For further information address the pas- 
tor, W. O. Garrett, D.D., First Presbyterian Church, 
Miami, Fila. ; 

town, Florida, F: 10-17.—Victorious Life 
Conference at the Presbyterian Church, conducted by 
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Charles G. Trumbull. For further information address 
the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Bradentown, Fla. 

Crescent City, Florida, February 18-22.—Daily meetings 
of the Southfield Bible Conference (the entire Conference: 
runs from February 18 to March 7), with Bible studies and 
Victorious Life messages daily by Rollin T. Chafer and 
Charles G. Trumbull. For further information address the 
Rev. Rollin T. Chafer, Crescent City, Fla. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Macon, Ga., January 6-20.—Bible Conference. For fur- 
ther information address the Rev. J. B. Phillips. 

January 22-25.—National Bible Institute, 
1418 North Sixteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Rallying Laymen Against Modernism 


Nearly a thousand Presbyterian elders declare 
for historic Christianity 








ruling elders in the Presbyterian Church, taxed 

to the utmost limits one of the Presbyterian 
churches of Philadelphia recently to register their pro- 
test against the subtle propaganda of Modernism in 
their denomination. Most of them were men of mid- 
dle age, but there were many heads upon which had 
fallen “the snow that never melts.” either was the 
face of youth missing. 

There was an impressive sense of solidarity about the 
gatherin, . It _was a dignified body, and as it sang 
‘Faith of Our Fathers” in thunderous tones, completely 
drowning out the harmony of the quartette, there was 
many an uplifted eye, and no one could miss the fact 
that that faith meant everything to these men. There 
was a quiet dignity about the gathering, but it was 
moved out of this now and then into tumultuous 
waves of applause as the two eloquent speakers of 
the evening spoke some special word to the heart. 

It was clear enough from the size of the gathering, 
and from the manifest interest, that these laymen 
were animated by a sense of danger, but likewise with 
a determination to meet it with courage, and to carry 
the fight for conservatism in doctrine to the next 
General Assembly. 

This large body of men came chiefly from the three 
Presbyteries of Philadelphia, Philadelphia Notth, and 
Chester, the three which furnished the Old Guard at 
the last General Assembly, where two of the ministerial 
representatives’ of Philadelphia Presbytery, Dr. 
Macartney and the Rev. Mr. MacLennan, aided in 
their leadership by the Hon. William Jennings Bryan, 
secured the reaffirmation of the “five points” of the 
previous General’ Assembly .which are the fundamental 

illars of ‘historic ‘Presbyterianism. The meeting was 
eld on December 10 in the Arch Street Presbyterian 
Church, of which Dr. Macartney is the pastor. 

Cordial telegraphic greetings were received from 
several ex-Moderators of the Presbyterian Church — 

r. J. Ross Stevenson, President of Princeton The- 
ological Seminary; Dr. John F. Carson of Brooklyn; 
Dr. Wallace Radcliffe of Washington; Dr. Francis L. 
Patton, ex-President of Princeton University and 
Princeton Seminary; Dr. Mark M. Matthews of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Seattle. 

Resolutions were adopted by a ringing and appar- 
ently unanimous “aye,” emphasizing particularly the 
five points affirmed at the last General Assembly, and 
which went on to say, “We are convinced that any 
man in Presbyterian orders who either denies these 
doctrines, or is in serious doubt with regard to these 
fundamental doctrines of the New Testament, has no 
true place in our ministry.” 

The two champions of the “faith once for all de- 
livered” who spoke to the meeting were Dr. Walter D. 
Buchanan, pastor of the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church of New York, and leader .of the conservative 
forces in New York Presbytery, which is the hot-bed 
of Presbyterian Modernism, as Philadelphia is the 
stronghold of Presbyterian conservatism, and Dr. 
Maitland Alexander, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Alexander interpreted the purpose of the meet- 
ing to be “to rally those in the church who believe in 
the historic faith of the Reformed Church to a new 
propaganda in its behalf, a mightier defense and a 
more personal appropriation of that Gospel of the 
Grace of God, given to us in the New Testament, and 
formulated for us in the Westminster Standards.” 
The theme of Dr. Alexander’s address was “The 
Maintenance of the Reformed Theology.” It was such 
a simple and yet powerful presentation of the exist- 
ing danger to the church and the way to meet it that 
a condensed report will be published in the next issue 
of The Sunday School Times. 

“We are asked to exercise tolerance,” cried Dr. 
Alexander, “as men endeavor to wreck the citadel of 
the church while professing their loyalty-to it. 

“No one would think of objecting to any criticism 
of our home, if it is made from without. Standards 
of our homes, the methods of bringing up our chil- 
dren, the food we have on our tables, all may be made 
the object of criticism. from without. But when a 
man enters our home, becomes a member of our fam- 


A THOUSAND men, a large majerity of them 


By Howard A. Banks 





ily, eats our food, is furnished with clothing, receives 
money from our family funds, holds his social posi- 
tion by reason of residence there, bears our name, and 
then attacks our principles, criticizes our food, but eats 
it, instills disloyaliy into our children, uses his resi- 
dence with us to obtain grounds for attacking us, 
ridiculing our most precious family traditions, what 
do we do? We ask him quickly and peacefully to 
withdraw. 

“People are talking about a split in the Presbyterian 
Church. There will be no split. They are talking 
about the exodus of Orthodox Presbyterians. There 
will be no exodus of Orthodox Presbyterians. Our 
offensive and defensive program is just beginning, 
and when the laity of the church is sufficiently aroused, 
and takes pains to ascertain the theological position 
of those who are called to our churches, there may. 
be an exodus of those who, finding that they cannot 
lead the church into a Modernistic position, will quietly 
withdraw with the good wishes and thanks of those 
whom they leave behind.” 

That there is a subtle propaganda of Modernism 
and that it is not new was evidenced in the remarks 
of Dr. Buchanan. 

About 1880 the theological seminaries began’ sends 
ing their students abroad, mostly to Germany, for 
additional study. There they imbibed the destructive 
higher criticism. A young man came for licensure be- 
fore the Presbytery of New York, which could not 
then accept his rationalism. In the presence of such 
men as the venerable Dr. John Hall, while the examin- 
ation of this young man was in progress, one who 
had been his professor in the theological seminary 
rose up and cried, “This young man is not of your own 
size and ability. Attack a man like me. The chip is 
here! [Pointing to his shoulder.] Knock it off!” “The 
Presbyterian Church does not love heresy hunting,” 
Dr. Buchanan continued, “and while this Modern- 
istic propaganda, thus begun, has been quietly pro- 
gressing, we have been all too much at ease in Zion.” 

At the time of the Briggs trial and the revision of 
the Presbyterian Standards, one minister said in a 
meeting, “This will suit me well enough as an enter- 
ing wedge.” Another said, “If I find the doctrine of 
predestination in my Bible, I will tear it to shreds,” 
and a “red-headed man,” an elder, declared that “he 
would not vote with any man or set of men who 
would tear the Bible to pieces for any reason.” 

Dr. Buchanan drew from his memory instances of 
his own Presbytery’s increasing laxness in receiving 
young men into the ministry of the church who were 
not fundamentally true. One of these latter declared 
that “the atonement was an exhibit of great tender- 
ness but without sacrificial merit.” Another declared 
that the miracles were not historical and that the “ac- 
count of the raising of Lazarus does not agree with 
our critical mental apparatus.” Another gave as his 
reason for not accepting the inspiration of the Bible 
that he believed men should decide this matter accord- 
ing to their own reason, and consequently they would 
find different parts of the Bible inspired and so each 
would finally have a different Bible. A veteran elder 
rose up ana asked one of these young deniers of the 
faith, “Do you deny the Bible to be the Word of 
God?” “Yes.” “Then what are you here for?” 
asked the elder, indignantly. 

That, declared Dr. Buchanan, was still a pertinent 
question. “What on earth are these men doing in 
our church? Let them get out!” 

He believed in sin, Dr. Buchanan concluded, and 
that nothing can take away sin but the atonement of 
Christ. This was the evidence of God’s love to men. 
If this is untrue there is no Christianity. 

Do we realize that we live in the dispensation of 
the Holy Ghost? he asked. There are one and a quar- 
ter millions on the globe who are in pagan darkness. 
Do not hold back your gifts from the Board for the 
support of the missionaries, but rather see that the 
historic Standards of the Church are maintained and 
that the members of our Boards are true to the faith 
and shall send out missionaries to preach in the power 
of the Spirit the love and grace of God as the needful 
message. 
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Golden Text.—Jehovah will keep thee from all evil ; 
He will keep thy soul.—Psalm 121 : 7 


LESSON 2. JANUARY 13. THE LONG SOJOURN IN EGYPT 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 37-50 





—_—— 
——___—_—— 





An Outline of the Lesson 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 


Only to “Sojourn”! in Egypt. Not permanent resi- 
dents. And no misrepresentations; they WERE “shep- 
herds,” and they CONFESSED that they were, even 
if “every shepherd is an abomination unto Egyptians.” 
And this very confession brought their BEST good — 
their segregation unto themselves and their SEPA- 
RATION from the evil and wicked life of the Egyp- 
tian WORLD! Egypt is a type of the world. 


Genesis 47: 4, “For to SOJOURN ... are we come.” 

John 17:14, 16, “IN the world,” but not “OF” it. 

Genesis 47: 3, “Shepherds.” “We, and our fathers. ° 

Genesis 46: 34, “Confess” this, said Joseph, “THAT 
ye may dwell in GOSHEN”! “For every shepherd 
is an ABOMINATION unto the Egyptians.” 


Hebrews 11:13, “CONFESSED that they were 
strangers.” —P 
Second 


Everything was done for them BECAUSE of, and 
THROUGH, Joseph! He was the mediator, the way 
of approach and the meritorious REASON of their 
favor. 

Genesis 47: 1-6, Joseph “presented” them, they were 
“HIS” brethren. “Pharaoh spake unto JOSEPH.” 
“THY father and THY brethren are come unto 
THEE;; the land of Egypt is before THEE.” (Not 
before THEM.) 

1 Timothy 2:5, “ONE mediator between God and 
men. 

John 14:6, “I am THE way, THE truth, and THE 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, BUT BY ME.” 
Third 

Get this picture BIG before you! 

Genesis 47-: 7-10, Joseph bringing in poor old Ja- 
cob his father and setting him before “Pharaoh.” 
What then? “And JACOB blessed Pharaoh”! And 
then, the interview ended, again we read, “And JA- 
COB [think of it} BLESSED Pharaoh”! The proud- 
est monarch of his time bowed his crowned head, 
oblivious to all the royal etiquette of that splendid 
Egyptian court, while the trembling hand of this old 
man Jacob called down the benediction of heaven upon 
him. Yes, Jacob knew GOD, and starving beggar 
that he was, yet he had something that he could BE- 
STOW upon this august king, and “JACOB blessed 
Pharaoh”! Read it, child of God, and thank God 
that it is written this way! We, too, are like unto 
him! And like unto him also “In that day” the “Chil- 
dren of Jacob, surnamed Israel,” will bless the whole 
world (Gen. 28: 13-15). 

MARSHALL, TEX. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


lL. The Book We Are Studying 


ENESIS is the record of various “beginnings” 

(1:1, “beginning”). It covers about one-half 

of the history of the world. The two main 
points of the book are to show (1) the beginning of 
the world in general, from Adam to Abraham (prim- 
eval); (2) the covenant people from Abraham to Jo- 
seph (patriarchal). ~ 

There are two divisions: (1) Chapters 1 to I1, a 
brief summary of the world’s story; (2) chapters 12 
to 50, Abraham and his family in detail, four persons 
mainly. 

The literary structure consists of an introduction 
and eleven sections with a special heading (2:4; 5:1, 
etc.). 

Genesis is a compilation of family documents from 
Adam to Jacob. The spiritual plan is that, after the 
Creation and Fall, there was a new start in Abraham 
(chaps. 12 to 50). 

Dr. Campbell Morgan divides the book thus: 


Generation (chaps. I, 2). 
Degeneration (chaps. 3-11). 
Regeneration (chaps. 12-50). 


There is thus a definite unity, especially in connec- 
tion with the three of the four men who have affected 
the entire race: Adam, in whom humanity was born; 
Noah, in whom it was preserved; Abraham, in whom 
it was blessed. (Christ was the fourth, in whom man- 
kind was redeemed.) 

The message in the book is “in the beginning God” 
(1:1), and all through this thought of God is seen 


ing: Psalm 124. 
Primary Topic : ing for his Father and His Brothers. 
Lesson Material; Genesis 37; 47; 1-12. 
Memory Verse: Honor thy father and thy mother.— Exodus 
20: 12. 


Junior Topic: Joseph Makes a Home for his Father and his 


Lesson Material : Genesis 37; 47; 1-12. 
Memory Verse: Exodus 20: 12. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: From Slave to Prime Minister. 
Tepe for Young People and Adults: Joseph and the Migration 
to Egypt. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Genesis 47 : 1-12 


47:1 Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, 
My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their 
herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of 
Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 2 
And from among his brethren he took five men, and pre- 
sented them unto Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said unto his 
brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto 
Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and our 
fathers. 4 And they said unto Pharaoh, To sojourn in the 
land are we come; for there is no pasture for thy servants’ 
flocks; for the famine is sore in the iand of Canaan: now 
therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land 
of Goshen. 5S And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, 
Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 6 the 
land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make 
thy father and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of 
Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any ' able 
men among them, then make them rulers over my cattle. 
7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharach: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pha- 
raoh said unto Jacob, How many are the days of the years 
of thy life? 9 And Jacob said unto Pharach, The days of 
the years of my “pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have been the days of the years of 
my life, and they have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their * pil- 
grimage. 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out 
from the presence of Pharach. 11 And Joseph placed his 
father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the 
land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of 
Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph 
nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father’s 
household, with bread, “according to their families. 


1Or, men of activity “Or, sojournings *Or, accord- 
ing to the number of thtir little ones 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








in relation to such “beginnings” as Creation, Human- 
ity, Sin, Redemption, and so on. 


Il. Characters in the Lesson 


The outstanding person is Joseph, .and everything 
else must be kept strictly secondary to him. 

1. Birth and Early Years. . The eleventh son of 
Jacob and the elder of the two sons of Rachel. The 
meaning of his name, “May he add,” is suggested by his 
mother’s words at‘his birth (Gen. 30: 22-24). He was 
born in Mesopotamia, about six years before the re- 
turn of Jacob to Canaan (Ger. 31:41). 

2. His Association with His Father. As the son 
of Jacob’s old age and Rachel's child, he was his 
father’s favorite, and the coat worn is usually con- 
sidered to be a mark of young people of a higher class, 
who are not expected to do manual labor (37:3). 


3. His father’s partiality stirred the envy of the 
brethren, and this was increased by the two dreams 
of Joseph (chap. 37). 

4. When Joseph was seventeen he was sent to She- 
chem to inquire after his brothers’ welfare, and when 
they saw him coming, they proposed to slay him, but 
afterwards determined to sell him to traveling mer- 
chantmen, who in turn sold him to Potiphar in Egypt. 

5. A false accusation led to his imprisonment, where 
his genuineness of character led step by step to the in- 
terpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams. 


6. The king appointed him superintendent, and what 
practically may be called “Prime Minister.” Joseph 
was now thirty. 

7. During the famine (which he had predicted) his 
brothers went into Egypt to buy grain, and the story 
of his dealings with them is marked by much attractive 
detail. This led to the coming of Jacob into Egypt. 


8. Joseph occupied this high position for many years, 
and at last died at the age of a hundred and ten. 

The outstanding feature of his character seems to 
have been his absolute loyalty to God at every point. 
ree is ‘eee by his father as “a fruitful bough” 

49: 22). 

Glimpses of Jacob will be found in this section, 
specially associated with his later life, when he had 
been tested and trained by discipline and was thereby 
enabled to show more of the grace of God than was 
evident in earlier years. 

The brethren of Joseph are acutely and Significantly 
characterized by their father in chapter 49. 


Ill. The Historical Situation 


The story of Joseph is the last division of Genesis, 
records the progress of the household of Jacob until 
it became a nation in Egypt, Joseph being the pioneer. 
The patriarchal narratives are the story of the way 
in which God trained Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph to fulfil his purpose.’ After God’s covenant 
had been made with Abraham, it was maintained by 
Isaac (25: iy to 37:1), and then developed through 
—- and Joseph by the providential removal into 

gypt and the protection of the people there. 

The details of Joseph’s life which involve Egyptian 
customs are singularly borne out by the monuments 
and the papyri. It is known that the king was ac- 
customed to release prisoners on his birthday and other 
great occasions (chap. 40). Reference to magicians 
is frequent, and much is made of dreams as messages 
from the gods. The mention of Joseph shaving him- 
self is illustrative of that practise among the priests 
as a religious rite. There are also Egyptian ideas of 
propriety in the separation of Joseph, his brethren, 
and the Egyptians at the meal (43:32). It is said 
that “every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyp- 
tians” (46:34), which is thought to have been due 
to the fact that native Egyptians had been conquered 
for a time and driven out of the area known as the 
Delta, or Lower Egypt, by the Hyksos, or Shepherd 
Kings. These seem to have been Syrians, and there- 
fore of the same Semitic race and occupation as the 
Israelites. The Pharaoh who was so kind to Joseph 
has been thought to be one of the Shepherd Kings, 
and as a Semite he would be the more ready to wel- 
come people of his own race. But others think that 
the Egyptians regarded keepers of sheep as of an im- 
pure and therefore inferior caste, so that the settle- 
ment of Israel in Goshen would prevent contact with 
the natives of the land. 


IV. Geography 


Palestine and Egypt should be noted carefully on 
the maps, and in particular the district of Goshen. 
In Genesis 47: 11, this is called “the land of Rameses,” 
though it is thought that Goshen.was a large territory 
of which Rameses was a part. It was situated: on 
the eastern bank of the Nile, and seems to: have 
stretched from Memphis to the Mediterranean, and to 
the borders of the Philistines (Exod. 13:7). In Psalm 
78: 12, 43, it is called “the field of Zoan.” It was rich 
in pasture land. 

It is interesting to realize as a passenger travels 
to-day from Cairo to Port Said that he passes through 
this very territory. 


V. Other Scriptures on the Lesson 


It is very striking that although Joseph has more 
coincidences with the life of Christ than arty one else 
in the Old Testament, he is not used at all in the 
New Testament as a type of our Lord. Why this 
should be it is impossible to say, but no one can ques- 
tion these among other coincidences : ; 


1. Joseph and his father. Christ was the only be- 
— Son and heir of all things (Matt. 3:17; Heb. 
r3). 

2. Joseph and his brethren. He was sent to inquire 
after their well-being. They were envious and out of 
sympathy with their father’s purposes, but Joseph 
maintained his faithfulness and integrity (John 1:11; 
Matt. 27:18; John 18:11). 


3. Joseph’s rejection. The brethren conspired 
against him, he was betrayed and sold (Matt. 21: 38; 
26:15; John 15:22). 

4. Joseph’s humiliation. He became a servant, was 
sorely tempted, but did not sin, was alone in the dun- 
geon, won the respect of his jailer, and was the means 
of blessing to the butler and the messenger of judg- 
ment to the baker. In all these, point by point, we see 
the striking agreement with our Lord’s earthly history 
(Phil. 2:7; Heb. 4:15; Matt. 27:46; 27:54; Luke 
23 : 39-43). 

5. Joseph’s exaltation. It revealed God’s purposes 
for Egypt, manifested God’s righteousness, and estab- 
lished Joseph’s position (Rom. 1:4; 1 Peter 1:21; 
Phil. 2:9, 10). © 

6. Joseph’s manifestation to his brethren. Christ’s 
revelation to the soul is a manifestation of love, mercy, 
power, and blessing (Matt. 11:28; John 14: 18, 23). 

7. Joseph’s marriage. The New Testament has 
much to say about the Church as the Bride of Christ 
(2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5: 23-32). 

8. Joseph’s office. He was exalted, not for his own 
sake, but that he might become the channel of bless- 
ing. So Christ was exalted to be a Prince and a Sav- 
iour (Acts 5:31). Joseph's work was to provide food, 
and Christ came as the Bread of Life. There was 
one requirement of blessing during the years of famine, 
unconditional submission to Joseph. He was their 


5 


Lesson for January 13 
Genesis 37 to 50 


saviour because he was their master. We may com- 
pare Pharaoh’s words, “Go unto Joseph, and what he 
saith to you do” with the words in John 2:5: “What- 
soever he saith unto you, do it.” 


VL Expository Notes 

When Jacob reached Egypt there were still five 
years of famine, and for that time at least proper 
accommodation had to be found. Joseph was, of 
course, in charge of all the details. 

Chapter 47. Verse 2. It is difficult to know why 
only five of the eleven should have been taken, except 
that the number five seems to have had some mean- 
ing among the Egyptians (43:34; 45: 22). 

Verse 5. It is interesting to notice the various occa- 
sions on which Pharaoh comes before us in this nar- 
rative, from the moment that Joseph was taken out 
of prison. The man was evidently gracious, though 
perhaps some of this, may have been due to the influ- 
ence of Joseph. The actual Pharaoh is quite uncer- 
tain, though many think he was Apepi II. It seems 
pretty certain that he was one of the Shepherd dynasty. 

Verse 7. The aged patriarch immediately bestowed 
his blessing on the king, a significant instance of the 
different positions of the two men (see Heb. 11:9). 

Verse 8. It was a natural question to ask Jacob of 
his age. , 

Verse 9. The answer is very touching. In compari- 
son with Abraham (one hundred and seventy-five) 
and Isaac (one hundred and eighty), Jacob’s days 
seemed few, and the reference to “evil” was doubt- 
less due to the fact-of the almost constant disquiet 
and sorrow of his career. A striking picture is thus 
suggested of the aged patriarch and the mighty mon- 
arch. Jacob was the representative of his as he 
stood and blessed Pharaoh. The use of the word “pil- 
grimage,” indicating wanderings without settled loca- 
tion, was very appropriate to the greater part of Ja- 
cob’s life. The comparison of life to a pilgrimage 1s 
a common Eastern metaphor (Heb. 11: 13). 

Verses 11, 12. “According to their families” is lit- 
erally “according to the little ones.” The children 
were not to be forgotten. 


VII. Reference Literature 


For the history as a whole, the new issue of Blaikie's 
History (Nelson and Sons, New York, $1.75); for 
commentaries on Genesis, Pulpit Commentary (Funk 
and: Wagnalls, New York, 8 vols., $2.50 each; sold 
only in sets); Welton and Goodspeed, in the Amer- 
ican Baptist Commentary (American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, Genesis, 75 cts., cloth), and 
Devotional Commentary by Griffith Thomas (West- 
minster Press, Chicago, 3 vols., $1.50 a vol.). Much 
information about Babylon and other surrounding 
countries will be found in “The New Biblical Guide,” 
by Urquhart, Volume 1 (Gospel Publishing House, 
New York, 8 vols., $7). Those who can obtain it di- 
rect from the author, 37 Cluny Gardens, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, will be well advised to get two books by 
the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie: “The Fascination of 
Old Testament Story,” and “Bible Story and Study.” 
“Joseph the Prime Minister,” by W. M. Taylor (new 
edition, Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net). 
All necessary information about Egypt can be ob- 
tained from “Monufhent Facts and Higher Critical 
Fancies,” by Sayce (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 75 cts.). 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT was the value of Egypt to Israel? 
P 2. Where and to whom was the sojourn in 
Egypt first mentioned ? 

3. How many years and how many generations were 
prophesied for this exile? What does this suggest 
about the length of life in that age? 

4. How did this purposed “sojourn” in Egypt end? 

5. Can you prove from Scripture that Joseph under- 
stood God’s part and plan in his life? 

6. Why did not Joseph reveal himself earlier to his 
father? 

7. Of whom is Joseph a type? 

8. Of what is Asenath, the Gentile bride of Joseph, 
a type? 

9. Do you think Asenath was a follower of Jehovah? 

_Io. Was it right for Joseph to marry Asenath in 
view of the Israelitish ideal not to marry “heathen” 
or “strange” ‘wives? 

11. Is Benjamin a type of Christ as well as Joseph? 

12. Of what is Egypt a type? 

13. How was Romans 8: 28 illustrated in the his- 
tory of Jacob and Joseph? 

14. How many dreams had to do with Joseph’s ca- 
reer? Whose were they? What were they? 

_15. How many times is God's direction of Joseph’s 
life mentioned in Genesis? How many times did 
Joseph mention God in his life? 


16. Collect references during this period to Goll’s 
promise to Abraham. 
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17. Illustrate the great principle of separation 
throughout this book, and especially through this les- 
son. 

18. Is not the sovereignty of God seen in Genesis 
45:5? And in Genesis 50:20? 

19. Explain how this lesson illustrates the permis- 
sive will of God as distinguished from the directive 
will of God. 


20. What statements of Scripture make it peel 
for us to hope to find some day the bodies of Jacob 
and Joseph? What was the office of “physicians” in 
ancient Egypt? 

21. Connect Genesis 50: 24-26 with Joshua 24: 32 
and Hebrews 11:22. Where then must we search for 
Joseph’s “bones”? For Jacob’s? (See Genesis 23: 
17-20 and 50: 13.) . 

22. Can you get a “lesson point” by comparing the 
last four words of Genesis with the first four? 

23. Taking Joseph’s life as a whole, what does it 
teach us about: (1) Serving God in the dark; (2) 
loyalty to principle; (3) filial piety; (4) forgiveness : 
(5) God’s sure reward of faith and faithfulness; 
(6) God’s invariable purpose to use usable servants? 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


JRING the development of the early church, an 

interesting and curious book appeared, evidently 
of Christian origin, though Jewish legend may have 
supplied the materials, so Dr. Hort, the noted British 
scholar tells us. It was “The History of Aseneth: 
The Life and Confession of Aseneth, Daughter of 
Pentephres of Heliopolis’ (compare Gen. 41: 45, 50). 
The British Museum possesses a Syriac version dated 
about A. D. 550. There are also Greek and Latin ver- 
sions. 

Aseneth appears as a proud beauty, disdaining all 
lovers but Pharaoh’s eldest son, whose suit his father 
forbade, and worshiping innumerable Egyptian gods 
of silver and gold. She treated with scorn Poti- 
pherah’s wish that she should marry Joseph. But when 
from her window she beheld the latter, she declared 
that by his beauty he must be a “son of God,” and 
repented the bitter words she had spoken about his 
imprisonment. Joseph, having seen her at the win- 
dow, requested that she might be sent away, as he 
was weary of the advances. made to him by the daugh- 
ters of Egypt. But when he heard that she hated the 
sight of men, he asked to meet her, that he might 
“love her as a sister”! She greeted him with: “Hail, 
my lord, blessed of the Most High God.” Joseph was 
not particularly impressed with her, but, seeing her 
tears, shed as the result of his coldness, he prayed 
for her. Later on she had a visit from an angel as 
the result of which she threw away her idols, and 
when Joseph later heard of her change of heart he 
asked her of Pharaoh. 

The book is as impossible as all the early apocryphal 
books, but is interesting as showing that at first the 
Jews and later the Christians held this tradition of 
Asenath’s acceptance of the true God. As she is such 
a remarkable type of the Gentile bride of Christ, one 
is inclined to believe that there is a real basis of fact 
in this tradition. 
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A missionary in Algiers Reiped and encouraged 
by Mr. Howard’s book, “When the Days Seem Dark,” 
is just now distributing more than forty copies in 
the stations of his mission and elsewhere. erhaps 
the book, in these difficult days, might also be of use 
to some one you know. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.25.) 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at .10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. January 6—A Chosen Leader and a Chosen Land 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:10 
2. January 13.—The Long Sejourn in Egypt. Genesis 37 to 50 
3. January 20.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel 
Exodus 1:1 to 12:36 
4. January 27.—Israel Saved at the Red Sea 
Exodus 12:37 to 18 : 27 
5. February 3.—What Israel Learned at Sinai 
Exodus 19:1 to 4:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 


os 


4 > 32-40 
6. February 10.—The Failure at Kadesh 
Numbers 13:17 to 14:45; Deuteronomy 1 : 26-40 
7. February 17.—Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan 
Joshua 1 to 11, 23, and 2% 
8. February 24.—The Period of the Judgés. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications) ..Judges 2 to 16 
9. March 2.—The Revival under Samuel ..t Samuel 1 to 7 
10. March 9.—The Reign of Saul ........... 1 Samuel 8 to 15 
11. March 16.—The Reign of David 
1 Samuel 16 to 2 Samuel 2% 
12. March 23—The Reign of Solomon 
t Kings 3 to 11; 2 Chronicles 1 
13. March 30.—Review: Abraham to Solomon 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4 t 32-40 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Hitting the High Spots.”—The land of Egypt is 
before thee ... if thou knowest any able men among 
them, then make them rulers over my cattle (v. 6). 
One day we went to Narberth to see my old friend 
Gara,—since gone Home. When we swung into 
Montgomery Pike a little late, Chester let old “Aunt 
Betsy” out for about sixty to seventy miles an hour, 
We came up the highway hitting only the high spots. 
As the end-man said of the express train: “It went so 
fast it took two men to talk about it, one to say, ‘Here 
she comes,’ and the other to say, ‘There she goes.’” 
In this course of studies you will find we “only 
hit the high spots.” It is going some to get from Ur 
of the Chaldees to Egypt of the Pharaohs in a.single 
week. Since, in another lesson, we shall be With the 
Lawgiver maybe I had better tell the rest of the Mont- 
gomery Pike law-breaking and death-courting. In a 
few days I received a nice little letter from Squire 
Stillwagon of Ardmore calling attention to the said 
wind-splitting trip, and asking me to report to his 
office “next Wednesday.” What would you do? Well, 
I wrote the Squire and told him that any man who 
drove a car at express speed through a settled com- 
munity ought te be in jail. I congratulated the con- 
stable and wrdte, “If you will tell me the penalty I 
will send the check.” The Squire replied: “Your 
letter is the most refreshing thing that has ever come 
into this office. All the other speeders we catch are 
going only twenty miles an hour. You own up and 
tell the truth. Only one thing to do with a fellow 
like you. Forgive the offense. Stop in the next time 
you go through Ardmore and let me take you by the 
hand.” Moral: It pays'to play square. Now, Mr. 
Editor, if you are moved to blue pencil this because 
it seem$ irrelevant, suppose you find 1 John 1:9, and 
remember how the Israel boys got their fine jobs on 
the royal farms of Goshen (Gen. 45:5; 50:21). 


The Old Man.—And Jacob blessed Pharaoh (v. 
10). “This is the day of young men,” is what we 
hear constantly, just as though it has not always been 
the day of young men from Joseph’s day to Caesar’s 
day (which was Christ's day), to Bonaparte’s day; 
to 1924’s day. But don’t ever make the mistake of 
failing to appreciate the old man. In the business 
slump of 1921 those concerns piloted by the “old 
fellows” made port. It was the young, and “won- 
derful” executive who “over bought” and “got stung 
in his inventory.” It will be a great thing for you 
when some godly old patriarch nearing his journey’s 
end lays his hand upon you with his blessing. Young 
men are all right—am I not one, Mrs. Ridgway? — 
but the old fellow who has come along the way like 
Jacob, has probably forgotten more than you have yet 
known. You do not see any Napoleons of law sitting 
upon the Supreme Bench do you? Back of the won+ 
derful Schwab sat “old man Carnegie.” And back of 
the meteoric young Carnegie sat “old Tom Scott.” 
Ditto all down the line of juvenile business wonders. 
Snuggle right up to “Grandpop,” my boy. Listen to 
“Grandma,” my girl. I never had but one law suit, 
The late Alfred P. Reid, a leader of the Chester 
County bar, was our old family lawyer. I associated 
Col. Holding with him, as I wanted “a young man” 
in the case. (This was some years ago. The Colonel 
is now an old fellow and a leader of that same bar.) 
The young man won the case by his brilliancy, but it 


was the “old man” Reid who saved my bacon because 


he knew a+thing or two the Colonel had not yet gotten 
on to. The Methodist Church here in Coatesville was 
put on the map only after they called “old Dr. 
Wheeler” at an age when most ministers retire (Job 
11:17; Psa. 92:14). 


Nepotism.—And Joseph nourished his father, and 
his brethren, and all his father’s household (v. 12). 
So did Napoleon Bonaparte. So will you. So will 
any real man, and if I should not provide for them 
the Apostle Paul says I would be worse than an 
infidel (1 Tim. 5:8). I can depend upon my own. 
“Blood is thicker than water.” “United we stand,” 
as Uncle Sam says. The significance of this wonder- 
ful story ‘ies in the fact that if Joseph had been like 
some folks he would have had no use for the rest of 
the Israel family. They had once put him in a hole! 
The only families that arrive and achieve are the “all- 
working-together-with-Him” families (2 Cor. 6:1). 

yes, know — but those families don’t count, 
People laugh when they are mentioned in connection 
with separations, divorces, or worse scrapes. They 
are like the fellow my old college chum wrote about, 
“He arrives at the end of life with nothing but money.” 
We are not considering families of that sort. We 
have in mind “our real old families,” of which our 
glorious land has many. Families founded upon the 
Rock of Ages and by the waters of Jordan as well 
as upon Plymouth Rock and by the waters of the 
Delaware, the Hudson, the James, and the Mississippi! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent om 
request, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at 
Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe or COMPARISON. 
Train pupils to make comparisons 
and to detect significant likenesses 
and differences. 








WITHIN the life of Joseph itself 
there is opportunity for comparisons 
involving contrasts in his station in life 
at different periods of his career, and 
it will be worth while to discover whether 
there was a similar contrast in the prin- 
ciples of conduct whieh actuated him. He 
was of course very different from his 
brothers. Was he in any regard like 
his father, or like his mother? One of 
the subjects of perennial interest to Bible 
students is the study of the Oid Testa- 
ment types, and none more interesting 
than the study of Joseph as a type of 
Christ. This gives excellent opportunit 
for the use of our principle. By ail 
means allow the class to suggest sim- 
ilarities. It is remarkable how many 
there are. Loved of his father, hated 
and betrayed by his brethren, sold for 
a price, degraded, exalted, the saviour of 
his brethren,—these and other similar- 
ities surely justify the typical compari- 
son. Nothing could be more Christ-like 
than Joseph’s love and kindly ministra- 
wae, $0 the brothers who had treated him 
so ill. 

But there are other comparisons in- 
volved in the lesson. The Children of 
Israel no doubt had frequent occasion, 
as years went on, to compare their state 
in Egypt under Joseph and under the 
Pharaoh who knew not Joseph, as well as 
to compare their religion with that of 
the Egyptians around them. Can we 
get our class to visualize this compari- 
son? Would Joseph’s position of ruler- 
ship have any effect upon the idolatry of 

gypt when he was in power? Again, 
there is in the selected Scripture a strik- 
ing comparison between Jacob, the old 
poverty-stricken pilgrim, and the mag- 
nificent ruler of Egypt's great kingdom, 
but no greater than that between earth’s 
proudest monarch and the greater Joseph 
who will one day reign Ring of kings 
and Lord of lords. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


LL time from Abraham to the second 

coming of Christ falls into four 
prophetic divisions and was previewed in 
four successive predictions: (1) Abra- 
ham to Moses, previewed by Jehovah 
(Gen. 15: 13, 14) ; Moses to Daniel, pre- 
viewed by Moses (Deut. 28: 1-68) ; Dan- 
iel to the first coming of Christ, pre- 
viewed by Daniel (Dan. 9: 24-27); and 
the first coming of Christ to his second 
coming, previewed by Christ (Matt. 13: 
I-50; 24:1 to 25: 46). 

God said to Abraham in a dream: 
“Know of a surety that thy seed shall 
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them; and they shall af- 
flict them four hundred years; and also 
that nation, whom they shall serve, I 
will judge: and afterward shall they 
come out with great substance” (Gen. 15: 
13, 14). “The same day” (v. 18) the 
Lord made a covenant with Abraham 
concerning the Land of Promise. By this 
it is disclosed that, in the divine reckon- 
ing, there is no jeopardizing of the title 
to the land even though Abraham’s seed 
should be removed from the land for four 
hundred years; nor is that title broken 
by the present dispersion, though it has 
continued for two thousand years. 

Genesis, chapters 37 to 50, records the 
fulfilment of Jehovah’s prophecy to 
Abraham concerning the absence of his 
seed from the land for four hundred 
years. No one will question the literal- 
ness both as to duration and afflictions 
with which this prophecy was fulfilled. 
It delights Jehovah to foretell what he is 
going to do. Fulfilled prophecy is de- 
signed to baffle the skeptic and to con- 
vince the believing heart. 

Dattas, TEx. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best ome each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the | ole text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Iden Text pecially desired, though 
ee nn the Gah Teak ewe aes nested. 


Carrying Out God’s Purposes.—/t was 
not you that sent me hither, but God (45: 
8). Ev one knows the beautiful 
downy head that succeeds the gaudy yellow 
flower of the common dandelion. It is 
composed of the delicate feather-winged 
seeds which the wind carries from place 
to place, so as to spread the plant as 
widely as possible in situations suitable 
for its growth. To country children it 
often serves as a rustic clock. They 
blow away the little feathery seeds in 
order to find out the time of day from 
the number of those that remain behind 
on the cushioned summit of the stem. 
All the little folks think of is their own 
amusement, and yet in this trivial pas- 
time they are fulfilling one of the most 
important purposes of Nature, viz., the 
dispersion of the seed and the clothing 
of the earth with life and beauty. Are 
there not children of a larger growth who 
fulfil the great purposes of God while 
carrying out their own designs?—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When the Waves Rise.—The days of 
the years of my pilgrimage (47:9). A 
little boy made himself a boat and went 
off in high glee to sail it on the water, 





But presently it got beyond his reach, 
and in his distress he appealed to a big 
boy for help, asking could he get it 
back for him. Saying nothing, the big 
boy picked up stones and seemed to be 
Goons See we best. ome ee 
c it would never get his t 
agau, and that instead of helping, the 
big boy was annoying him. ut pres- 
ently he noticed t instead of hitting 
the boat, each stone went beyond it and 
made a little wave, which moved the boat 
a little nearer to the shore. Every throw 
of the stones was planned, and at last the 
toy was brought within reach; and the 
little boy was happy again in the posses- 
sion of his treasure. Sometimes things 
in our life seem disagreeable and with- 
out sense or plan. But wait a while, and 
we shall see that each trial, each striking 
of a stone upon the quiet water of our 
life, has brought us nearer to God.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Eskimo Forgiveness.— And Joseph 
placed ... his brethren . .. in the best 
of the land (47:11). When the mis- 
sionaries first came to Labrador they 
found no word for forgiveness in the 
Eskimo language. So they had to make 
one—in a word meaning, “Not-being- 
able-to-think-about-it-any-more.” It was 
such forgiveness that’ Joseph gave his 
brothers; and we are so to forgive those 
who injure us.—From the 
Times ond Home Educator. Sent by 
I. E. Williams, Radcliffe, North Man- 
chester, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Surgeon’s Care.—He will keep 
thy soul (Golden Text), A French Prime 
Minister once sent for an eminent sur- 
geon to perform upon him a serious op- 
eration. Said the Prime Minister: “You 
will not, of course, treat me in the same 
rough manner as you would treat your 
poor miserable wretches at the hospital.” 
“Sir,” replied the surgeon. with. dignity, 
“every one of those miserable wretches, 
as your Eminence is pleased to call them, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 




















Dedicated to the Pioneer Mission Agency 


The time of Israel’s sojourn, according to Exodus 12: 40, 41, was 430 years. It 

was just 431 years age last year that Columbus discovered the new world, and 

there began that worse than Egyptian bondage in the continent south of ts. Is not 
the time of this captive’s deliverance about due ? 
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is a Prime Minister in my eyes.”—From 
the Christian Herald, Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Being Preserved.—Jehovah will keep 
thee from all evil (Golden Text). The 
Bible says, “The Lord will preserve us.” 
I never fully understood that until I 
went into the kitchen when my wife was 
making preserves. She had a big pan of 
hes peeled and cut up, and a bi 
wl of sugar, and emptied 
into a brass ett, and I said: “What 
are you doing?” She said: “I am pre- 
serving hes.” I said: “What is that ?’ 
She said: “I am fixing them up so they 
will keep, and keep sweet.” Some of you 
old kicking, quarreling, grumbling Chris- 
tians think you are preserved. ou are 
not preserved, you are just pickled.— 
Taken from famous stories of Sam Jones. 
a by the Rev. G. Oldford, Richmond, 
nt. 


In His Keeping.—Jehovah will keep 
thee from all evil; he will keep thy soul 
(Golden Text). A man whose heart had 
been deeply touched by the death of a 
friend expressed a desire to begin the 
Christian life, and he told the minister 
so. “There’s just one thing makes me 
hesitate,” he added, “I’m afraid I can’t 
hold out. You know, where I work there 
are some pretty rough fellows. I don’t 
believe there’s a real Christian in the 
crowd.” For answer the minister reached 
down and lifted a flower from the vase 
on the table. “Do you see this flower, 
Arthur?” he asked. “It grew right in 
the mud and siime of a marsh. et see 
how clean and spotless it is. That’s be- 
cause God kept it. And he can keep you, 
too.” It ought to be enough for every 
Christian just to know he is in God’s 
keeping —From Forward. Sent by Mrs. 
J. O. Beck, Smith’s Grove, Ky. 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Father of love, our Guide and Friend.” 
“Under His wings.” 

“Go labor on.” 

“Abide with me.” 


“Come, ye disconsolate!’’, " 
“Oh, for a faith that will riot shrink.” 
“Cast thy burden on the Lord.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to. the headings and. numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsbutgh.) 

“Thy Guardian” (254: 1, 3). Psalm rar : 1-8. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112: 1-7. 
“His Tender Mercy (234 : 1-3). Psalm 118 :1-8. 
“Lord, Bless and Pity Us” (142: 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“With Heart Confiding” (260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us if we have had in our hearts any 
doubt of thy loving care. Forgive us for 
our foolish insistence upon seeing the dis- 
tant scene, when one step for us ought to 
be enough, since we are not alone, but are 
in thy loving keeping. Oh, Lord Jesus, what 
perverse and cowardly and_ short-sighted 
followers we are! How tenderly thou hast 
tried to show us again and again the con- 
fidence of a close walk with thee! May we 
find a new joy in not seeing, and in the 
knowledge that it is Jehovah who keeps us 
from all evil in every Egypt period, and in 
every other circumstance of our lives. We 
thank thee, and praise thee, O God, that this 
is true. In the name of our Lord Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When Joseph was 
sold by his brothers to the Midianites 
on ‘their way to Egypt, little did Joseph 
or his brothers think that one day he 
would be saving their lives! In the 
forty-fifth chapter of the book of Gene- 
sis, Joseph says to his brothers who had 
come down into Egypt, “Now therefore 
be not grieved, nor angry with your- 
selves, that ye sold me hither: for God 
did send me before you to preserve life.” 
So Joseph did not blame. his brothers, 
but he praised God. Very often it is 
given to us to see how some occurrence 
in, our lives that seemed distressing and 
hard to bear at the time, was just God's 





loving way of leading us out into a spe- j 
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Lesson for January 13 
Genesis 37 to 50 


cial work for him. If he k us in 
Egypt for a time, it is because he wants 
to lead us into a promised land. Shall 
we not believe with all our hearts the 
Golden Text from Psalm 121:7? “Jeho- 
vah will keep thee from all evil; he will 
keep thy soul.” May we say it together? 
Are we thanking God enough for the 
“Egypt” times, and praising him enough 
for the wonderful times yet to come? Let 
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‘For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


1 Seen Toric.— Joseph makes a 
home and cares for his father and 
brothers. 

Lesson Teaching.—A blessing awaits 
those who honor their parents. 

Note.—Although the story of Abra- 
ham has occurred three times within nine 
months, there has not been one lesson 
about Joseph since December, 1918, there- 
fore no Primary children and but few 
of the older Juniors will ever have heard 

















Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the story of Joseph in Sunday-school dur- 
ing five years. It is to be hoped that 
parents have told or read the story to 
their children at home. 

Even now, only one Sunday is de- 
voted to Joseph, therefore every moment 
of the lesson period should be spent in 
helping the children to become acquainted 
with this fascinating Bible character. 
Chapter 37 of Genesis should be studied 
until the story of Joseph is so well known 
that it can be told perfectly without hes- 
itation, 

Introduction—Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed God and journeyed to a 
strange country which was to be. his 
home. There God blessed him and made 
his name great. Abraham and Sarah 
his wife had one son, Isaac, and two 
grandsons, Esau.and Jacob. . Jacob had 
twelve sons, one of whom was Joseph, 
whose story is very interesting. Joseph 
was a great-grandson of Abraham. 

Story Suggestions.—Joseph’s -mother 
died when he was a child. That may 
have been one reason why his father 
Jacob seemed to favor Joseph more than 
his brothers. When Joseph was a shep- 
herd boy of seventeen, Jacob gave him 





a coat of many colors which provoked | 


his brothers. 
made them jealous. 


Joseph’s strange dreams | 
Joseph honored his | 


father by his ready obedience in going | 


on an errand to find his brothers. Re- 
late his experiences at Shechem, in. the 
field where he met the stranger, and at 
Dothan. 

Tell of the plot of his brothers. and 
how Reuben tried to save him; why they 
put him in the pit and sold him to the 
caravan of merchants for twenty pieces 
of silver; how they deceived their father ; 
how Joseph reached Egypt and was sold 
again to Potiphar. 

Twenty years. passed, bringing high 
honors to Joseph. : During those twenty 
years Jacob’s.family lived in Canaan-un- 
til famine ‘caused his sons to travel to 


Egypt to buy grain, which Joseph had, 


stored for the people. Joseph knew his 
brothers, but did not make himself known 
until they came the second time. 

Then Joseph sent for his father and 
all the family to come to Egypt to live. 
When they came, Joseph told King Pha- 
raoh that they had brought their chil- 
dren, flocks, and herds. Joseph felt hon- 
ored to present his father and five 
brothers before King Pharaoh. 

When the king learned that they were 
shepherds he gave them the good land of 
Goshen in which to live. The king told 
Joseph to choose some of his brothers to 
take charge of his cattle. Then Jacob 
blessed King Pharaoh. 

Joseph helped his father and brothers 
to settle with their families and flocks in 
Goshen where they lived in comfort. 
Joseph provided them with food. Al- 
though Joseph had grown to be rich and 
great he was glad to honor his father 
before the king, and at all times. One 
of the Ten Commandments promises a 
blessing to all who honor their parents. 
“Honor thy father and thy mother, that 
thy days may be long in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 

Jack was only seven. When his mothér 
visited the school which Jack attended 
he was glad to present her to his teacher. 

Prorra, Itt. 


Your Class of Giris 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. God’s part .in man’s doings. 


2. Man’s recognition of God, in all his 
ways. 


3. God’s direction of all man’s paths. 








F YOUR girls are like mine they often 

bring to you their difficulty —as if 
it were a new one!—concerning man’s 
freedom of choice and God’s over-rul- 
ing purpose in his life. You have your 
opportunity par excellence, in this lesson, 
to help them to see that this is true, 
whether we ever understand it, are able 
to reason it out, or not. 

Have one of them read Genesis 15: 12- 
20, and bring her findings from that read- 
ing to class. Then, side by side with that 





clear’ prophecy of God’s plan for his 

ple to spend four hundred years in 
Eeypt, announced to Abraham before 
ever his son was born, much less before 
the life-time of his great-grandson, 
through whom God worked his sovereign 
will in carrying out that plan, have an- 
other girl sketch the story of Joseph's 
life briefly, to make clear how unwit- 
tingly the various actors in that adventur- 
ous life carried out this plan. 

2. Now, in class, have the girls find 
the six times Genesis states that “God 
was with Joseph,” at each step of his 
career, and the sixteen times that Joseph 
makes mention of the God whom he ac- 
knowledged in all his ways. Have these 
clearly marked in your own Bible, so you 
can help the girls find them and mark 
them, noting each time the context of the 
statement. A‘list of them on your board 
would help, made as the work in class 
progresses, then copied in note-books “for 
keeps.” ; 

3. Surely this kind of look at Joseph's 
whole life will convince them that God did 
direct every step in his path (Prov. 3: 5, 
6), and yet that Joseph and his brothers 
were acting from free choice, whether 
they (your girls) can “understand” that 
combination or not. This is the kind of 
real Bible study that does interest girls, 
if at all alive in its manner, and surely 
also strengthens their knowledge of the 
Book and of God. 


Home Study 
Read Genesis 37-50 (omitting 38) at 
one sitting if possible, for a fresh pic- 
ture of Joseph’s romantic career. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A good-looking pair. 

Discussion: What is a son’s first duty 
to his father? What does a son most 
need from his fathér? How much of a 
boy’s experiences should he confide to 
his father? What is the best thing a 
son can give to his father? 

Objective: A father and son partner- 
ship for a great purpose. 











AY, fellows, there’s a good sight; one 

that must challenge your admiration 
— Joseph leading his old father ie 
the corridors of the royal palace, an 
right on up in front of the king of Egypt 
sitting upon his throne. See Joseph, 
strong and-erect, in his rich and courtly 
apparel, the mark of his high place in 
the kingdom, second only to the king 
himself; and note the contrast — his old 
father, Jacob, bent with years, clothed 
in the humble garb of a sheep herder, 
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leaning upon the arm of this loyal son, 
The old man had come from the sim- 
ple life, in simple dress, and with simple 
manner —a conspicuous object among 
the smartly clothed lords and servants 
in the palace of Pharaoh that day. But 
Joseph was not ashamed of his father. 
He was proud of him. He ushered him 
before the king and seated him in the 
royal presence, as one well worthy o 
every consideration. . 

And the king honored Joseph's father, 
because of Joseph; and he gave Joseph 
the utmost freedom to place his father 
and brethren in one of the choicest and 
most fertile sections of all Egypt. 

Fellows, there’s .something about that 
which makes me tingle. Joseph and his 
father that day were in a mighty part- 
nership; a partnership formed back there 
in Canaan in those boyhood days when 
Joseph wore a coat of many colors—a 
partnership set up by none less than God 
Almighty himself. It was a partnership 
entrenched in mutual love and esteem. 
Yet neither one of the partners in those 
early days realized what a great design 
God had in forming it. Indeed there 
was no need for them to know. They 
needed to recognize only the partnership 
as God ordained, and to be true to him 
and to each other. That is what makes 
any- father and son partnership satisfac- 
tory during its days of operation, and 
successful in its outworking. What hap- 
pened? A great race was saved; not a 
family, nor a tribe, but a great race, 
through whom God purposed to bring the 
world its greatest blessing. 

Joseph’s loyalty to God and to his dear 
old father was God's instrument at that 
time to work out his Divine. scheme for 
the world at large. And how wonder- 
fully and how gloriously it all came true! 
Fellows, you never read a. Hans Ander- 
sen’s fairy tale that could-fire your im- 
agination like these thrilling facts of 
Joseph’s life. Yet he had no’ special 
training, no special skill, no special talent. 
He simply was true to his God and to 
his folks. Being that, he could. not be 
untrue to any. principle or to any’ trust 
And being all that, his course was inevit- 
ably upward. 

Fellows, have you got a dad? “God 
gave him to you to be. your partner’ in 
working out something worth while. 
Have you been giving your dad that con- 
fidence which should exist between part- 
ners? If not, make up your mind to-day 
that you will. Tell him you are going 
to do it. You will find him not only a 
great partner, but a great chum. He has 
been all along the way you're treading, 
and he knows where the pitfalls are. He 
would like to tell you about them. Trust 
him. And one day, doubtless, it will be 
your satisfaction — your joy— to stand 
in your strength by his side, and share 
with him your honors. 

GREENSBORO, N. C, 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 15. January 13. The Famine. 


Golden Text.—And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in E t, and of all that h 
seen: and ye shall haste and bring down cr> ieee, -Seneds 45: 13 epee: 


Genesis 43-45 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘** Whole Bible Les- 

sons”’ on the Old Testament, running from 

October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, may be 

had from The Sunday School Times Co., 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 3 
cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Third Period—Abral.am to Moses 
16. Jan 20.—Joseph the Ruler ..... Gen. 46-50 


Fourth Period—Moses to Joshua 
17. Jan 27.—Israel’s Bondage ..... Exodus 1-4 


18. Feb. 3.—The Nine Plagues ....Exodus 5-10) knowledge of “beg 
19. Feb. 10.—The Passover ...... Exodus 11-13]. 


20. Feb. 17.—God’s Divine Provision of 





Bread and Water ........... Exodus 14-19 | Po , 
at. Feb. 24.—The Giving of the Law. Exodus 20 | (Rom. 3:2; 9:4, 5) custodians, (3) by 


22. Mar. 2.—The Tabernacle ..... Exodus 25-27 
23. Mar. 9.—The Priesthood and Offer- 
ings . 
24. Mar. 16.—The Five Offerings ..... Lev. 1-7 
zs. Mar. 23.—The Day of Atonement .Lev. 
26. Mar. 30.—Christ in Numbers (empha- 
sizing the Brazen Serpent, the Rock, 


Cities of Refuge) ............++. Lev. 15-27 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 
Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


HE key to what Genesis teaches is 

its first verse—a statement of eter- 
nity. The first word (“In the beginning”) 
was formerly, and rightly, the book’s 
name. For Genesis (1) gave men a true 
innings” in relation to 
a primal revelation (Gen, 3:15) of God's 
purposes; (2) it’ was given to chosen 
from twenty-three 


means of selections 


i icenturies of human history, (4) which 
idaveldiihitceahisnsnese Exodus 2 lis an inspired, infallible, and unique rec- 


resembling a woven fabric where 

God and his acts are the warp, and man 

and his acts the woof. oe 
The divine analysis of Genesis is in- 
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dicated by a phrase of time — “these are 
the generations of.” This phrase is so 
used as to divide Genesis into several dis- 
tinct, though related, narratives; the two 
first being divine, and the rest human; 
the first moving from darkness to light 
as do God’s “evening-mornings,” and the 
nine ‘from light to darkness, as do the 
affairs (Ecch 7: 29) and the days of man. 
The first narrative ends with Genesis 2: 
3; the second with Genesis 4:26; the 
others are thus easily located. “Gener- 
ations,” the chief word of this phrase, 
means “to bring forth,” ¢ e., the things 
brought forth to one. As “Genesis” 
means “sources” or “origins,” its mean- 
ing is almost identical with that of the 
word “generations.” 
Historical Setting 

The monuments of Egypt reveal the 
customs of the times. Presents to rulers 
(43: II, 15, 25, 26) ; dining. at noon (43: 
16, 25); water for the feet of guests 
(43:24); guests seated at small tables 
in order of rank (43:32, 33); divina- 
tion with a cup (44:5, 15); suretyship 
(43:9; 44:32); wagons or carts (45: 
19, 21) belong to the times, 
Geography 

Jacob still dwelt at Hebron (37: 14; 
46:1). The road to Egypt was “the way 
of Shur,” over two hundred miles of al- 
most waterless waste. “The city” (44: 
4, 13) could hardly have been Memphis, 
which was west of the Nile, but Zoan, 
the other capital, lying near the eastern 
border'of Egypt. “The land of Goshen” 
(45:10) lay east of the Nile and about 
midway between the two capitals. 


How to Study this Lesson 


Genesis 45: 13 may be taken as the ke 
verse. Joseph is, by the grace of God, 
master of the situation, and to bring 
down his father has been his objective 
throughout. The delay in revealing him- 
self, his harshness, his insistence on the 
coming: of Benjamin, the way in which 
he assured himself that his brothers 
were changed men, all had this objective 
in view. Study, as the heart of the les- 
son 45:5-11, where he fully explains 
himself. The student must see that a 
Divine wisdom directed Joseph. 

“All these things are against me” (42: 
36), vividly pictures the inner life of 
Jacob. But he is about to see “the end 
of the Lord” (James 5:11). How hard 
and unnecessary his struggles; he yields 
unwillingly (43:11), and resorts to his 
old diplomacy, but, with. wavering faith, 
really trusts God. But can we rebuke 
him? Imagine his weary weeks until 
Benjamin returns and the excess of joy 
that almost takes his life (45: 25-28) ; 
what a lover this cunning man was. The 
lesson for one’s self (Psa. 30:4, 5; 34: 
19; 119:67; Heb. 12: 10). 

“Judah, thou art he whom thy breth- 
ren shall praise” (49:8). Judah is the 
leader, and not Reuben, the firstborn. 
Study his character, leadership, and 
poise (43:3, 4); he inspires confidence 
(43: 8-10); he leads in the crisis (44: 
14); he is spokesman (44:16); his re- 
markable plea (44: 18-34), where man- 
liness, sympathy, love, faithfulness, gen- 
erosity, and other virtues shine. Noth- 
ing could be finer than this masterpieee 
of eloquent pleading. Study it until you 
understand its effect on Joseph (45:1, 
2), who now knows that it is safe to re- 
veal himself.*In contrast, note that Judah 
was responsible for Joseph’s bondage 
(37: 26, 27). 

It will be profitable to note (1) the 
bewilderment and fear manifested by the 
men (42:21, 28; 43:18, 33; 44:13, 16; 
45:3, 4, 15); (2) the mild warning of 
Joseph (45:24); (3) the exact fulfil- 
ment of prophecy (37:8, 10; 42:6; 43: 
26; 44:24); (4) how the men, again and 
again, see the hand of God manifested 
(42: 21, 22, 28; 44: 16). 


Difficulties 


It is not necessary to understand that 
Joseph actually practised divination (44: 
5, 15). He sought to magnify the value 
of the cup, that the enormity of the theft 
might be increased. He dealt with those 
whom he knew to have been unscrupulous 
and deceptive. But the sin need not, and 
should not, be glossed over. There has 
been but one perfect Man; the grace of 
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God shines out in using without excus- 
ing imperfect men. 
Other Scriptures 
By the name in 43: 14, God had espe- 
cially revealed himself (Exod. 6: 3; Gen. 
17:1; 48:3-6, 15, 16). It stands for 
(1) fruitfulness and (2) chastening, 
so prominent in Jacob’s life; see 
note to Genesis 17:1 in the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. e is “the God who is 
enough.” 
In regard to Joseph’s statement as to 





the purpose of God (45:5; 50:20) see 
| Psalm 105: 16-22 and ye 7:9-13. In 
' the last of these references note the state- 
ment as to “the second time”; this is 
according to the principle stated in 1 Cor- 
inthians 15:46; note its context, verses 
44-49. The situation, and Joseph’s ac- 
tions are typical of the future time when 
the Lord Jesus will make “himself known 
unto his brethren” (45:1) at his second 
oe (Hosea 2: 14-23; Zech. 12: 10- 
14). 
Reference Literature 


Christian Worker’s Commentary, by 
ae M. Gray, D.D. (Fleming 


evell Co., New York, $3); articles on 


“Divination,” “Goshen,” “Cart,” “Gifts,” 
“Surety,” “Meals,” and so on, in “A Dic- 
tionary of the Bible,” by John D. Davis 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4) ; 
“Manual of Bible History,” by William 
G. Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75); “Notes on Genesis,” by 
ae M. (Loizeaux Bros., New York, 
I . 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


= WOULD seem that Joseph, a gover- 
nor in a palace, with a lovely family, 
had everything in the world to make him 
happy. But he was not perfectly happy. 
He was still asking God to let him see 
his dear old father again. He was home- 


sick. 

As the famine swept over the land of 
Canaan, Jacob’s family an to be in 
want, Jacob heard there was corn in 
Egypt, so he sent his ten sons to Egypt 
to buy corn. As they journeyed to Egypt 
they remembered their sin in selling Jo- 
seph as a slave. 

"When they asked to buy corn, they 
“were sent to Joseph, the governor. Jo- 
seph knew his brothers, but they did not 
know him. “They bowed down them- 
selves before him” —and Joseph’s boy- 
hood dream came true. 

Tell in brief Genesis 42: 7-38. Joseph 
tested his brothers to see if they were 
sorry for their sin. His heart was filled 
with God’s love, which made him kind 
and forgiving. 

Jacob was not willing to let Benjamin 
go with his brothers, for he still sor- 
rowed for Joseph, who was lost. But 
when all the corn was gone, and they 
could have no more unless Benjamin 
went, Jacob consented, but it broke his 
heart. 

Make the story live, as you tell of the 
second journey to Egypt to buy corn. 
Notice the second test Joseph made to 
see how his brothers treated Benjamin. 

Tell of the feast and of. the finding 
of the silver cup. The brothers were 
changed and willing to suffer anything, 
that Benjamin might return unto their 
father. Joseph saw their repentance. 

Finally, Joseph could bear it no longer 
and he wept aloud and said, “I am Jo- 
seph.” Notice how many times he men- 
tions God in verses § to 9. 

He told them he forgave everything 
and said, “God did send me.” Then he 
told them to hurry back home and bring 
his dear old father, and he would care 
for all of them, for he had plenty. 

He kissed Benjamin and wept tears 
of love and joy, and then he kissed all 
his brothers, and they rejoiced together. 

Joseph was like Christ as the loving 
and forgiving brother; Christ brings us 
to a knowledge of our sins, then he for- 
gives us and helps us to forget even the 
memory of these sins. He receives us 
with arms of love and he shares the 
riches of his grace and glory, and brings 





us to his home of plenty and peace, 





(Read many times the chapters in this 
lesson. ) 
Memory Verses 

Beginners: Genesis 45: 5, “For God did 
send me before you to preserve life.” 
- Primary: Genesis 45: 5. 

Junior: Genesis 45:5; Philippians 4: 
19. 

Fort Worta, Tex. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





January 20. Gospel Triumphs in Japan. Acts 
10 : 34-48. 

January 27. How Can Christian Endeavor 
Help Our Church and Denomination? 2 
Cor. 1:11; Heb. 10: 23-25. (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 

February 3. One Hundred Percent for Christ 
and the Church. Rom. 12:1-13; John 
9:4. (Christian Endeavor Day. Decision 


Petiouery 10.In His Steps. If. How and 
What Jesus Taught. Matt. 5: 1-12; 11: 
33 13 °3- 
ee 
Sunday, January 13 
In His Steps. I. How and When J .us 
Prayed (John 17 : 1-26) 





Mon.—Earnest prayer (Luke 22 : 39-46). 
Tues.—Confident prayer (John 11 : 37- 


44). 

Wed.—Commanding prayer (Mark 11: 
12-14, 20-26). 

Thurs.—Secret prayer (Matt. 14 :22- * 
33). 

Fri—Thanksgiving prayer (Matt. 11: 


2§-30). 
Sat.—The last prayer (Luke 23 : 44-46). 











How and when should we pray? 

What in Jesus’ prayer life impresses you? 

How did Jesus show his faith when he 
prayed? 


Te UNDERSTAND Jesus’ prayer-life 
I must first understand Jesus. He, 
eternal Son of the Father, had had fel- 
lowship ‘uninterrupted and complete with 
that Father through all the aions of pre- 
existence. And now that the Son was 
incarnate as man, that intimacy of be- 
ing and of love was unbroken. It was 
this unique relation to the Father which 
is at once the background and the key 
to the prayers of Jesus, 


Thus: at the outset, the prayers of 
Jesus present both a contrast and a like- 
ness to anything I can ever do. A con- 
trast, because I can never be the only- 
begotten Son of God, communing with 
the Father unobstructed with my taint 
of sin. A likeness, because God has 
graciously receiyed me in Christ, making 
me a joint heir of the promise and a par- 
taker of the divine nature. So that, 
while in one sense I may never walk 
“in his steps” as I approach God in 
prayer, in another sense, sinful though 
I am, I can still be enabled by him to 
“walk as he walked” in this pres:nt 
world. - 


And practically? The lesson is not 
hard to find. If the Son of God, assum- 
ing our humanity, yet without sin, needed 
the strength that comes from prayer, 
how much more I! I, with my sin, my 
rebelliousness, my headstrong volitions! 
I with my easy slipping’into the way of 
the world! Where he, in full and free 
fellowship with the Father needed a mo- 
ment, how much more do I need an 
hour! And yet he often prayed through 
all the long hours of the night. God 
grant me grace to give my time to in- 
tercession and communion, in His steps. 

oe 

Do you know that Jesus prayed for you? 
See John 17 : 20. 

“If men everywhere are to pray as Jesus 
prayed then the unsaved people must say, 
‘My God, why hast thou forsaken me,’ while 
the redeemed may tenderly call, ‘O my 
Father.’” (M. E. Dodd). 


Princeton, N. J. 
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[ Children at Home 





A Pandora Box ., 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


NE sunny winter day, when the 

twins were just getting over the 
measles and could not play out of doors, 
though they felt like two rollicking pup- 
pies, Mother had to be away for almost 
a whole forenoon, and they had to stay 
at home alone all that time. 

Mother came into the living-room, all 
wrapped for the street, and set a box on 
the table. The box was snugly tied with 
a strong twine string, but if she had 
not said, “This is a Pandora box,” one 


might have thought it only a fresh little - 


shoe-box. 

The twins gave an interested start. 
The name of the last bedtime story had 
been “Pandora’s Box.” Remember it? 

Pandora was supposed to be a beau- 
tiful and curious lady who lived long 
ago before there were any troubles or 
pains in the world ; when everybody could 
be happy and comfortable all the time. 
Mercury, a tricky fellow, left in her 
home a box to be kept for him over 
night. It was an elegant box of fine 
wood and fine polishing, and was strongly 
tied with a-glittering, golden cord. Mer- 
cury was no sooner gone than Pandora 
determined to know what was inside the 
box, though she must have known, as 
you do, how rude it is to meddle with 
other people’s belongings. In spite of 


(Continued on the next page) 
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deared this popular handbook 
to thousands of readers. Its 
reliability, its aptness of expo- 
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ORDER A COPY NOW 
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“A ‘One Book Library’ for 

Sunday-School Workers ’’ 
How to Conduct 
a Sunday-School 


By MARION LAWRANCE 


Rewritten and Revised. New edition. 
Thoroughly up-to-date. 








** He is a wise worker who will ada#/ as 
well as — what he reads. These 
pages are filled with details, specific 
and practical, for which a host of 
workers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of life-long 
experience and observation. _ It will 
become a text-book for instruction 
and reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, college 
and seminary. In its concrete details 
lies its unique and practical service. 
Every superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.” 
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her husband’s pleadings she struggled 
with the many-times knotted cord until 
the last knot was undone. Then she 
raised the lid, and there rushed out all 
the evils that have been in the world 
from that day to this; hateful sprites of 
anger and envy and sickness and cold 
and hunger and every sort of wrong 
and suffering, and away they all flew, 
eager to begin their hurtful work, and 
nobody could get them back into the box 
again. 

So the old Greek story goes (which 
of course isn’t true, because we know 
that the Biple tells of the real way that 
sin got into the world, when Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of 
Eden). But we will go back to our own 
Pandora box. “Is it never to be 
opened?” .gasped Bobby. 

“Not until a certain time,” answered 
Mother. “Not until half past ten.” (She 
had thought, “The last hour will be the 
hardest for them.”) 

“Do we have to wait for the slow 
clock?” questidned Betty. 

Mother said they might take their 
choice of clocks; that she did not think 
ten minutes would make any difference. 
“Will something awful come out of the 
box if we disobey?” Bobby asked what 
Betty was thinking too. 

“Try it and see,” was all that Mother 
would say to this question, and in an- 
other minute she was gone, and the twins 
were alone with the mystery box. 

Said Bobby to Betty, “Do you think 
we can wait for the slow clock?” 

Said Betty to Bobby, “I think it would 
be more polite to.” 

So they decided to wait and, after all, 
the time did not seem long. The paper 
doll families had to be taken out for an 
airing, and the airing grew into a parade, 
and the children were surprised when the 
fast clock struck its high, shrill stroke 
for half past ten. By the time the paper 
people were hurriedly housed, the slow 
clock struck its low, solemn “One,” and 
in less time than I can tell it, the string 
was off the Pandora box. Mother had 
not knotted it, and there inside lay two 
big, lovely chocolate bars. 

“Just what I wanted,” sang Betty. 

“Just what I asked for yesterday,” 
shouted Bobby. 

They found a wee note slipped inside 
the wrapper of each. It was Mother's 
writing. Slowly they read: “Make your 
pleasures last,” and “Let me stay as long 
as you can.” They knew that Mother 
was telling them to eat slowly. 

“Let’s just eat as if we were at a 
party,” proposed Betty. 

“Let’s just have a real party,” amended 
Bobby. 

They drew their chairs to the table 
and said nice things about the delicious 
chocolate— and Mother — forgetting all 
about the Pandora box for a while. It 
was Bobby who finally remembered it. 
“Nothing bad could have come out of 
that box,” he began. Betty thought se- 
riously before she answered, “Yes, there 
could. Unhappiness could have come.” 

“Oh, and shame,” quickly added Bobby, 
seeing the point at once. “I am always 
so ashamed when I do not mind Mother.” 

And, at that very second, who should 
come in but Mother herself, all pink and 
shining as usual, Of course, just then, 
Bobby and Betty could not think of any 
more miserable things that might have 
come out of the box. Can you? 


GREENVIEW, ILL. 





COLLECTION ENVELOPES—8¢ zr ,eack of 52 


Dufold Tri old Company, Asbury Park, N. J. 





PUBLISHING CO. 
Room 











METAL ARTS CO., inc. 7782, South Ave., Rochester, N.Y 





An Inexpensive Guide 
for Family Worship 


Many would like to have regular family wor- 


ship, but don’t know how to begin. Here is 
an inexpensive guide that will be a great help 
to an intelligent reading of the whole Bible in 
the family circle or individually. 


A section is given for —— day, with central 
thought or key-word, and the Bible is exactly 
covered ina year. The title— 
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‘A Letter from India to the Creator of “Little Jetts” 


Lee MEmoriIAL MIssIon 
No. 9 Beliagata Main Road, Catcurra, Inoia. 
Mr. Wane C. Situ, Greensboro, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Smith :— 


I thought you might like to know how much fun we are having with the Little 
Jetts, some 12,000 miles away from you all. I am the instructor in a Bible Train- 
ing Class in connection with this Mission, and while at the hills this year, noticing 
the Little Jetts in ‘The Sunday School ‘Times, I thought I would use them in the 
class upon my return from the hills. 


I found some which I had clipped from The Sunday School Times of last year 
of very good service, and then I was stalled, because the lessons given in the little 
book which the girls were teaching from in the primary classes contained lessons 
for which there were no Little Jetts. So the only thing todo was to make some 
up, and this I have done four or five times, and expect to continue to do so. 


I am thankful for the book which you have published, and also for those which 
you weekly entertain us with in The Sunday School Times,—I wish there were 
more. I am thorougily enjoying the work, and the teachers are now making their 
own drawing books with the rough drawings. They want to spend more time on 
them than is necessary. I just want to thank you for helping us out here. I trust you 
will continue to let us enjoy your drawings. Iam glad that some children first 
inspired you to make these drawings. 


My drawings are not as good as yours, far from it, they could not hope to be, 
but some who have seen them consider them good. I am glad that Ican draw a 
bit, and these are not difficult. When I hesitate for a certain position or drawing, 
then I can usuaiiy find one in some of the clippings or in your book. Again I 
thank you for this fine piece of work. 
Yours for His Service, 
KATHARINE M, KINZLY. 


AND MR. SMITH REPLIED: 





Dear Miss Kinzly: 

I am deeply grateful for your appreciative letter. It is gratifying and encour- 
aging to know that my crude little etchings are having such a ministry as evi- 
denced by your testimony, and that of others in different parts of the world—es- 
pecially the mission fields. I humbly pray that God will continue to bless the 
making and the use of The Little Jetts, and continue and expand the already wide 
usefulness of The Sunday School Times, which has given to the Jetts their best 
opportunity for a world service, 

I doubt not your drawings are quite as good as mine. Indeed, I have had re- 
turn etchings copied from The Sunday School Times by Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Hawaiian, Indian, African and Navajo children which are quite as good, 
if not better. I enclose a few suggestions as to how to make your Jetts express the 
different emotions—Anger,Fear, Surprise, Joy, Hesitation,etc. There are only six 
strokes in making a ‘‘ Jett”—head, 1; body, 1; arms, 2; legs, 2. The angle of the 
head, the crook or straightness of arms or legs, or both, determine the ‘‘expression." 

I hope your class will grow in knowledge and power for service to our Master. 


Thank you again for your letter, I am glad to have a share through interces- 
sion in your work and success. Faithfully 


Waone C. SMIruH. 
Anger. Fear surprise con > wf. r 


Observation, 
2 a 


Joy! [_. Rr 


LavGHren_~— 


he “it 


Pride. Grief + Sympatty a ee 


—_S., 
JSetlicisms 


Every week of the year a new set of “Little Jetts” tell forth the Sunday- 
school lesson, in their inimitable way, exclusively in the pages of The Sun- 
day School Times,—this week you will find them picturing Israel’s ‘* Long 
Sojourn in Egypt,” on page 813. It is no-wonder that old folks as well as 
children, teachers of classes of all ages throughout the United States and 
Canada, and from mission fields around the world keep writing of their 
unbounded enthusiasm for this utterly unique lesson feature. And there are 
seventeen other original, fresh lesson features in every issue. Can you find 
any other Lesson Help like this? 


Furthermore, thousands of Christian people who do not happen to be teach- 
ing in the Sunday-school, and * vated ae do not use the Times Lesson Helps, 
say they find the other departments in The Sunday School Times so invalu- 
able that they cannot get along without the paper. Will you— 


“Some 


1.—Send us the names of friends to whom you would like to have us mail free specimen copies, 
2.—Ask for a few specimen copies to hand to fellow-workcrs who do not yet take the paper. 


3.—Form a club of subscribers in your own Sunday-school if one does not exist there. See the 
club rates on this page. 


4.—Subscribe for a few friends, or ask them to subscribe, to the ‘‘ Get-Acquainted’’ offer of 
10 weeks for 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


sp See ee 


8, issued by 
School Lesson 


The Church's Long Sojourn 
in the World 


NEARLY five times the of Is- 
rael’s sojourn in Church 
has sojourned in the world, God’s true 
Saints crying for deliverance; and as 
surely as he answered Israel’s cry, so 
he will answer the Church’s cry. Through 

eteen long centuries the true Church 
of secret ae been in the furnace, being 

and prepared for i ‘omis 

ifort ial rulership with Chret Let 
us during this Week of Prayer “cry 
mightily” to God for the speedy coming 
of our great Deliverer, and let us hasten 
his coming by obeying his command for 


blessed is he to whom is given 
instinct that can tell 
That God is on the battlefield 
When he is most invisible.” 


Pra’ Suegestions: Pray for the 
Jewish gelization Society of New 
York City (the Rev. Thomas M. Chal- 
mers, Director, 2654 Marion Avenue). 
Pray for funds for an wrgently needed 
new building. Pray alco for Schgol 
Bag Gospel League of New York 
(Box 10, Station R, New York City), 
and praise God for its blessedly grow- 
ing ministry. 

Fri—Genesis 46:1-7, 
Jacob Journeys to Egypt. 





world-wide evangelization. It was just | 
a century ago that Adoniram Judson was | 
beginning his work in Burmah. His fond 
hope at that time was a hundred con- 
verted Burmans before he died, and the | 
whole Bible translated into their lan- 
guage; but God did “exceeding abun- 
dantly” by giving him over seven thous- 
and converts. ‘These at the time of his 
death were gathered into 
ehurches, under the oversight of one hun- 
dred and sixty-three missionaries, native 
pastors, and assistants. And besides the 
translation of the Bible, he had accom- 
plished the more difficult task of the com- 
pilation of a Burmese dictionary. Oh, 
for a thousand Adoniram Judsons in our 
day! Nay, ten thousand! It would hasten 
the ae deliverance. Will you be 
one 


January 7 to 13 
Mon.—Genesis 47 : 1-12. 
The Long Sojourn in Egypt. 
Little did Jacob and Joseph dream that 
the “long sojourn” was only just. begin- 
ning, for it is hardly probable that they 
had in mind (or if: they did, that they 
fully understood) the prophecy made to 
Abraham (15:13, 14). Egypt, at first a 
refuge, was destined to become a refining 
furnace, 


Prayer SucceEstions: Pray, during this 
Week of Prayer, for the purging and 
revival of the Church. Pray for ts: - 
dration from the world, and that it may 
awake to its duty and privilege of becom- 
ing in God's hands an instrument of 
world-wide e angelization. 


Tues.—Genesis 37: 1-11. Joseph’s Dreams. 


“Each esteeming other better than 
themselves” (Phil. 2:3). This the flesh 
is loath to do. And it was the same in 
goons day. His brethren “hated him.” 

ate is murder, and murder is crime. 
Whatsoever is not of love is hate, one 
of the deadliest of sins. Many a Chris- 
tian is a Christian only in name, for his 
heart “bewrayeth him.” 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
“hidden things of darkness’ may be 
brought to light, both in the individual 
believer and in the Church at large. On 
the very morning that this agraph was 
written (October 18), 2 Corinthians 4:2 
was brought home to the writer with t e- 

force. Read and apply it to 
yourself and to your church. 
Wed.—Genesis 37 : 28-36. 
Joseph Sold into Egypt. 

Scofield’s notes on Joseph should be 
carefully noted (Reference Bible, chap. 
7:2). There are also two verses of 

cripture which should be read without 
fail in connection with to-day’s lesson: 
Isaiah 54:17 and Genesis 50:20. Ob- 
serve that although Satan rules the nat- 
ural heart, God always overrules it for 
good to them that love him (Rom. 8: 28). 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for “all 
saints” everywhere, particularly for those 


sixty-three 


To Isaac God had said: “Don’t go 
down” (26:2). To Jacob he said: “Go 
down” (v. 3). Canaan was Israel’s land, 
but they were not ready for it, and Egypt 


| was one of God’s instruments of prep- 


aration. 


“God is other than we think; 
His ways are far above — 
Far above reason’s height, 
And reached only by childlike love.” 


Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Are you in need 


of prayer yourself? Thousands are pray- 


ing for you. On this very ae as 
| these lines are being read, a multitude of 


(Lesson for Jan, 13) DEC, 29, 1923 


hearts are being lifted Godward in be- 
of the man or woman, the boy or 
girl, who NEEDS prayer. And Gon sees 
who this one is, and He will answer. 
Sat.—Exedus 1 : 1-12. 
The Growth of Israel in Egypt. 
How soon the lessons of one genera- 
tion are lost the suc ing genera- 
tion (v. 8), both in national and in —s 
irs, i day as in ’s dayt 
more, the more” of verse 
12. How. fully God watches over 
his own turns their afflictions into 


b ! 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS : pray for every 
Saturday Night Prayer Band, for every 
group of praying tians, for a@ cer- 
tain private prayer circle in Chicago 
which has met regularly every Saturday 
or OVER A QUARTER OF A CENTURY to 
intercede for God's children. ould God 
you start such a circle? Oh, the 
privilege and joy! Pray! 
Sun.—Psalm 124. God’s Care for His Own. 


Couple with this Psalm of praise and 
gratitude Psalms: 27, oh 62, and 101. God 
is always “on our side,” that is, on the 
side of -his ple, because in standing 
(in Christ), though not always in state, 
they are on his § His face may be 
at times “against” his people for chas- 
tening, but never for evil. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Some two thous- 
and or more of our Sunday School Times 
family passed on last year to be with 
the Lord. Pray for all the temporarily 
bereaved, but some to be re-united home 
circles. Pray for God's people every- 
where, Remember to-day’s services i 
special prayer. Point some soul to Christ. 
To-day will never return. 








** An event of the first magnitude in the Protestant World,” 





So says The Sunday School Times in 


Price, 





** It may be called one of the most important books of this generation. 
evangelical Christians, whether of one denomination or another, whether 
narian, to gather their forces for the defense of the faith.¥— 7he Sunday 


a front page editorial of Deeember 8, of 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 


By Proressorn J. GRESHAM Macuen, D.D., Princeton Seminary 


$1.75 


It is a rallying call to all 
millenarian or post-mille- 
hool Times. 





THE JESUS OF 


**] have read with increasing f 
Jesus of Our Fathers.’’ It 1s refreshin 
lieves in it and who interprets God’s Wor 
wide circulation among all Christian readers. 


to find 


who are older it will furnish mony 
i 


the Book of books, the only infal 


accordin, 
It wi i 
the Bible; but in the reasonableness of those teachings and in the eviderces supporting them. Tot 
suggestions that will be helpful in the presentation of the Bibie as 
ble guide to life and conduct.” — William Jennings Bryan. 


At Your Religious Book Store 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, 64-66 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 


OUR FATHERS 


By Joun W. Goon? Ph. D. 
Over 800 pages. Second Printing, 86.00 


leasure and satisfaction Professor 


debe W. Good’s book, **The 
an exposition of the Bible written by one who be- 
to its letter and its origin. It ought to have a 
instruct the young not only in the teachings of 
© those 

















STUDY 
GENESIS 


THIS WINTER 








Wm. M. Smith, Superintendent of Union Bible Seminary, 
is conducting i R 


20 LES 
Send 50c fee and join the class at once or write for sample 
lessons and further particul 

UNION BIBLE SEMINARY, Westfield, Indiana 
Handreds have begun the study. 


a class in Bible Study by mail 
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Will you meet me in Glasgow—June—1924 at the 





World’s Sunday School Convention ? 





But are you sure about that ? 


A 
sewhere. 


dent or pastor. 


Plan” with your name and address. 
TH write you all about it! 





who are being greatly tried. ray for 


pecially remember to-day the Iniand 
South America. Missionary Union (173 
Fulton Street, New York City). Addi 


Es-{' 


“The expense stands in the way,” you say? 


What if I can suggest a plan by which you can go without money cost to yourself ? 
an that has enabled many to attend World's Sunday’School Conventions 


Will you let me explain the plan to you ? , 
If you could not go, perhaps the school or church would like to send supetinten- 


But don't let the question of expense make you think you cannot go! 
Just address  .post card to me today and write on the reverse of it “ Glasgow 


PHILIP E: HOWARD, President 
The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















